AT&T to buy T-Mobile USA for $39 billion 

Read more in Aruba Today Business Pages B8 & B9 



NOT WOOdS; 

Woodland 



Gary Woodland celebrates 
his putt on the 18th green 
on his way to winning the 
Transitions Championship 
golf tournament Sunday, 
March 20, 2011, in Palm 
Harbor, Fla. 

Associated Press 
See Aruba Today Sports 

Airstrikes 
on Libya 



Members of the Japanese Defense Force carry the body of a victim from last week’s tsunami through the remains of Nobiru station in 
Miyagi, Japan, Monday, March 14,2011. The tsunami that barreled into northeast Japan on Friday was so murderous and efficient that 
not much was left when search-and-rescue teams finally reached the area. 



By KAREEM FAHIM 
© 2011 New York Times 

BENGHAZI, Libya - The at¬ 


tack seemed to have come out 
of clear skies onto a field of 
wildflowers. 

Littered across the landscape, 
some 30 miles south of Beng¬ 
hazi, the detritus of the al¬ 
lied airstrikes on Saturday 
and Sunday morning offered 
a panorama of destruction: 
tanks, charred and battered, 
their turrets blasted clean off, 
one with a body still caught in 
its remnants; a small Toyota 
truck with its roof tom away; 
a tank transporter still on fire. 
But it did not end there. 

Continued on Next Page 


(Shiho Fukada/The International Herald Tribune) 

10,000 lost to sea, 350,000 homeless 


NATORI, Japan - What the sea so vio¬ 
lently ripped away, it has now begun to 
return. Hundreds of bodies are washing 
up along some shores in northeastern Ja¬ 
pan, making clearer the extraordinary toll 
of the earthquake and tsunami that struck 
last week and adding to the burdens of re¬ 
lief workers as they ferry aid and search 
for survivors. 

On Monday, various reports from police 
officials and news agencies said that as 
many as 2,000 bodies had washed ashore 
along the coastline, overwhelming the ca¬ 
pacity of local officials to deal with what 
Prime Minister Naoto Kan described as 
Japan’s worst crisis since World War II. 
About 350,000 people have report¬ 
edly been left homeless and are staying 
in shelters, anxiously awaiting news of 
friends and relatives among the many 
thousands who remain unaccounted for. 


The national police said early Tuesday 
that more than 15,000 were missing, al¬ 
though just 2,414 deaths had been con¬ 
firmed since the quake, which the U.S. 
Geological Survey revised to a magni¬ 
tude of 9.0, from 8.9, on Monday. 

With police officials estimating that 
10,000 people may have been swept away 
in one town alone, Minamisanriku, north 
of here, there was every expectation that 
the toll would rise. 

The dismptions to Japan’s $5 trillion 
economy, the third-largest in the world, 
and collective anxiety over the stricken 
reactors caused a rout in the Japanese 
stock market that reverberated across the 
region on Tuesday. 

A steep decline in the Japanese stock 
market, which lost 13 percent by midday 
Tuesday, sent other Asian markets tum¬ 
bling. The Bank of Japan, which injected 


a record $183.8 billion into the economy 
on Monday to maintain liquidity, poured 
in tens of billions of dollars more on 
Tuesday, which failed to halt the slide. 
Here in Natori, where some of the first 
pictures of the tsunami showed a tower¬ 
ing initial wave lashing a line of trees, all 
that remains along the coast is a field of 
black mud. 

Brightly clad searchers bent to their work 
Monday - the police in navy blue, the 
handlers of sniffer dogs in orange, the 
military squads in camouflage. 

They made their way around marooned 
boats and collapsed houses, finding toys, 
tom bedding, tangled fishing nets and 
pieces of cars, toilets or pottery, all the 
mundane pieces of daily life, now bro¬ 
ken. Occasionally, too, they found a body, 
sometimes already covered by a tarp. 

Continued on page A2 
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AIRSTRIKES 
Continued from Front Page 

For miles leading south, the roadsides were littered with burned 
trucks and burned civilian cars. 

In some places battle tanks had simply been abandoned, intact, 
as their crews fled. 

One thing, though, seemed evident: the units closest to Beng¬ 
hazi seemed to have been hit with their cannons and machine 
guns still pointing toward the rebel capital. 

To the south, though, many had been hit as they headed away 
from the city in a headlong dash for escape on the long road 
leading to a distant Tripoli. 

“They were retreating,” said Col. Abdullah al-Shafi, an officer 
in the rebel forces, which had clamored desperately for the al¬ 
lied air help that arrived Saturday. 

“Soldiers had taken civilians’ cars and fled. They were ditching 
their fatigues.” 

Among it all, across an area the size of four football fields dot¬ 
ted with trees and white and yellow flowers, hundreds of Liby¬ 
ans solemnly picked through the debris Sunday, gazing at the 
results of a last battle in Moammar Gadhafi’s assault on Beng¬ 
hazi, the de facto rebel capital. 

At one point, the onlookers carefully extricated the body of a 
soldier from the remnants of a tank, turned to cinder like five 
more bodies, unrecognizable on the roadside. 

From the debris it was not possible to piece together the full 
details of the final battle, and some questions hung over the car¬ 
nage: had Libyan insurgents pinned down the loyalist fighters 
in some places, as some of them claimed in news reports, or was 
the damage exclusively the result of allied airstrikes? 

At least part of the answer was evident overhead, where jets 
could be seen across the region - some circling nearby, some 
screaming through on their way to somewhere else. □ 



A cargo ship rests on a street where it was deposited by last week’s 
tsunami in Kesennuma, Japan, on Tuesday. The death toll is pre¬ 
sumed high in this petite coastal city of 75,000, where life was cen¬ 
tered on a slender, pine-fringed Pacific Ocean inlet that supports 
fishing, shipping and tourism. 

(Shiho Fukada/The International Herald Tribune) 


JAPAN 

Continued from Front Page 
The region continues to face 
widespread power and water 
outages. When relief supplies 
do come, residents clamor for 
help. 

At Natori City Hall, survivors 
quickly lined up at a truck 


handing out large containers 
of water. Lines of nearly a 
mile formed in front stations 
providing gasoline. 

At City Hall, officials in this 
town of 70,000 residents have 
posted a list of the 8,340 peo¬ 
ple who arrived safely at 41 
makeshift shelters. Dozens 


of people crammed into the 
building’s small lobby to pore 
over the lists. 

Those who could not find 
the name they sought wrote 
out messages on pieces of 
paper and taped them to the 
entrance. Hundreds of pieces 
hung there. 

Mikako Watanabe, 26, and 
Yumiko Watanabe, 24, were 
looking for their mother. They 
were at work when the tsu¬ 
nami struck, but their mother 
was napping at home in the 
Yuriage neighborhood, as 
she always did after her night 
shift as a nurse. 

“I hope she woke up with the 
earthquake and got to safety 
in time,” the older sister said. 
“We have no way to contact 
her.” 

On Monday, three days after 
the tsunami, they still had no 
word of her. Their message 
said, “Yurika Watanabe, we’re 
looking for you. Contact us if 
you see this.” 

But communications are bad¬ 
ly broken. With cell phone 
service largely knocked out, 
many residents .□ 
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American Muslims 

Islam is all-American for 
one U.S. Muslim leader 

By Wendell Marsh 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON - A1 Azhar, the centuries-old center of Is¬ 
lamic learning in Cairo, is a world away from Oklahoma City 
where William Suhaib Webb grew up. 

But it was not until the American Muslim leader immersed 
himself in Islamic studies at A1 Azhar that he realized just how 
American he was, regardless of his religion. 

46 1 didn’t really have enough comfort as a young convert to re¬ 
ally be who I was. I adopted different cultural constructs that 
I had not grown up with,” he told AP in a telephone interview 
from Santa Clara, California, where he is an imam at a mosque 
and runs a website aimed at Muslim youth. 

Named in 2010 by an Islamic think-tank as one of the 500 44 Most 
Influential Muslims in the World” for his work with youth over 
the last decade, Webb is now arguably the kind of moderate 
Islamic leader Congressman Peter King said the country needs 
when he chaired hearings on Muslim militancy this month. □ 


Synthetic drug, subject of 
proposed bans, kills teen 


Warren Christopher, U.S. negotiator, dies at 85 


CHICAGO - Amid efforts 
by authorities to stop the use 
of illegal synthetic drugs, rev¬ 
elers at a spring break party in 
a Minneapolis suburb over¬ 
dosed this week on the risky 
substances, leaving one dead, 
officials said on Saturday. 

Ten other people were hospi¬ 
talized and Timothy Richard 
Lamere, 21, of Blaine, Minn, 
is likely to face murder charg¬ 
es for allegedly providing the 
synthetic hallucinogenic drug 
2C-I, said Anoka County, 
Minn. Police Detective Larry 
Johnson. 

Minnesota lawmakers have 
been seeking a ban on chemi¬ 
cals used in common synthet¬ 
ic drugs, based upon legisla¬ 
tion approved by the House 
last month. 

Two days ago, Iowa Rep. Sen. 
Charles Grassley proposed a 


Drug addict 

similar ban on chemicals used 
in such synthetic drugs such 
as Spice and K2 synthetic 
marijuana. 

At the Minnesota party, Trev¬ 
or Robinson, 19, the father of 
a five-month-old infant, died 
of an overdose and ten other 
people ages 16 to 22 were 
hospitalized, Johnson said. 
Charges of third-degree mur¬ 
der were likely to be filed 
against Lamere Johnson said. 


All of those hospitalized have 
been treated and released, he 
added. 

Johnson would not disclose 
how the young adults ac¬ 
quired the drugs but said they 
are widely available via the 
Internet. 

The drugs’ availability, as 
well as their emerging chemi¬ 
cal complexity and popular¬ 
ity, make regulation difficult, 
Drug Enforcement Admin¬ 
istration spokesman Rusty 
Payne said. 

44 This stuff comes in from 
other countries, and people 
just have no idea what they 
are getting,” Payne said. 
Although 2C-I is not a sched¬ 
uled drug under the Controlled 
Substances Act, it is consid¬ 
ered illegal because it mimics 
a controlled substance.□ 


WASHINGTON - For¬ 
mer Secretary of State War¬ 
ren Christopher, who helped 
bring peace to Bosnia and ne¬ 
gotiated the release of Ameri¬ 
can hostages in Iran, died in 
California at age 85. 
Christopher “passed away 
peacefully, surrounded by 
family at his home in Los 
Angeles” late on Friday of 
complications from kidney 
and bladder cancer, his family 
said in a statement. 

As the top U.S. statesman 
under President Bill Clinton 
from 1993 to 1997, Christo¬ 
pher was a behind-the-scenes 
negotiator. Often called the 
“stealth” secretary of state, he 
was known for his understat¬ 
ed, self-effacing manner. 

“As President Clinton’s Sec¬ 
retary of State, he was a reso¬ 
lute pursuer of peace,” Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama said on 
Saturday. “Warren Christo¬ 
pher was a skillful diplomat, a 
steadfast public servant, and a 
faithful American.” 
Christopher said that as a 
diplomat, careful listening 
was his secret weapon. “I 
observed some time ago that 
I was better at listening than 
at talking,” The New York 
Times quoted him as saying 


Former Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher 

in a 1981 speech when he was 
deputy secretary of state. 

That secret weapon helped 
Christopher weather diplo¬ 
matic crises and bring enemies 
together. 

In 1995, he intervened during 
the crucial final days of the 
U.S.-brokered Bosnian peace 


talks at Dayton, Ohio. He had 
an important role in closing 
the deal, according to his dep¬ 
uty, Richard Holbrooke, the 
force behind the agreement. 
Christopher not only spoke 
the language of diplomacy, 
he dressed the part. Favoring 
elegant, tailored suits, he was 
once named one of the best 
dressed men in America by 
People magazine for his “dip¬ 
lomatically dapper” style. 

As secretary of state, Chris¬ 
topher devoted much of his 
time to the Middle East. He 
made at least 18 trips to the 
region in pursuit of peace and 
a ceasefire in southern Leba¬ 
non between Israel and the 
pro-Iranian Islamic group He¬ 
zbollah. 

In 1994 he witnessed the sign¬ 
ing of a peace treaty between 
Jordan and Israel. □ 
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2 Bush officials In running to be next head of FBI 



jAMtSCOMfY JAMIL CORtlKK JOHN PtSTOlC KtNNCTM WAINSTflN 



MtCHAEL GARCIA MICHAEL MASON RAY KELLY 


Possible successors to FBI Director Robert Mueller 


By PETE YOST 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON - Two offi¬ 
cials who worked for Presi¬ 
dent George W. Bush, includ¬ 
ing one who threatened to re¬ 
sign to block legally question¬ 
able anti-terror surveillance, 
have a realistic chance of 
being asked to head the FBI, 
according to people familiar 
with the search. 

James Comey and Kenneth 
Wainstein served in sensitive 
national security-related posts 
at the Justice Department in 
the Bush administration. That 
could make for interesting 
confirmation hearings before 
the Senate Judiciary Commit¬ 
tee if President Barack Obama 
selects either to succeed FBI 
Director Robert Mueller. His 
10-year, nonrenewable term 
expires Sept. 4. 

Their service as political ap¬ 
pointees under a Republican 
president is a key factor in 
explaining the rise of Comey 
and Wainstein in the search. 
The Obama administration 
faces an expanded Republican 


minority in the Senate with the 
votes to seriously complicate 
the confirmation prospects of 
any nominee who draws their 
united opposition. 

On the other hand, Comey be¬ 


came a hero to Democratic op¬ 
ponents of Bush’s warrantless 
wiretapping when Comey re¬ 
fused for a time to reauthorize 
it. Bush revised the surveil¬ 
lance program when confront¬ 


ed with the threat of resigna¬ 
tion by Comey and Mueller. 
Comey also was deputy attor¬ 
ney general in 2005 when he 
unsuccessfully tried to limit 
tough interrogation tactics 


against suspected terrorists. 
He told Attorney General Al¬ 
berto Gonzales that some of 
the practices were wrong and 
would damage the depart¬ 
ment’s reputation. 

Some Democrats denounced 
those methods as torture, 
particularly the use of water¬ 
boarding which produces the 
same sensation as drowning. 
Wainstein was working for 
Mueller at the FBI when bu¬ 
reau agents at Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba, objected to abu¬ 
sive interrogation techniques 
employed by the military and 
when Mueller decided FBI 
agents could not participate 
in interviews involving these 
techniques. 

But there is nothing in the 
public record to indicate 
Wainstein was drawn into the 
internal Bush administration 
debates over anti-terrorism 
interrogation tactics or sur¬ 
veillance. 

A Senate confirmation hearing 
would surely probe his role 
and views on these events. 
Other names have surfaced. □ 
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Ohio police say runaway’s 
helpers broke state laws 



Rifqa Bary 

By ANDREW WELSH- 
HUGGINS, 

COLUMBUS, Ohio - Police 
recommended charges against 
six of the people who helped a 
teenage Christian convert run 
away from her Muslim parents 
in Ohio in 2009, an investiga¬ 
tion by The Associated Press 
has found. But prosecutors 
in Ohio and Florida have de¬ 
clined to file charges against 
anyone who helped 16-year- 
old Rifqa Bary leave Colum¬ 
bus on a Greyhound bus and 
shelter her for two weeks in 
Orlando without notifying au¬ 
thorities, according to police 
reports obtained by the AP 
through freedom of informa¬ 
tion requests. The six include 


a Kansas City minister, a Co¬ 
lumbus family friend, an Or¬ 
lando pastor and his wife and 
two members of the pastor’s 
church. 

A lawyer for Bary, now an 
adult, says prosecutors made 
the right choice. 

“They’d have a very diffi¬ 
cult time with any of those 
charges, given that Rifqa 
would say she was in fear for 
her life, and so they acted in 
what they thought were in her 
best interests,” said Kort Gat- 
terdam, a Columbus attorney 
who has represented her in ju¬ 
venile custody hearings. 
Bary’s case resonated nation¬ 
ally at a time of tense Muslim- 
Christian relations in the U.S. 
that included one pastor’s 
threat to burn a copy of the 
Quran. 

One of Rifqa’s primary sup¬ 
porters is a blogger who a year 
later led a campaign against 
the development of an Islamic 
center in New York City near 
ground zero. 

Christians who support¬ 
ed Bary rallied outside the 
county courthouse during one 
hearing. □ 
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NY sting puts 14 tour buses off road 



Victim’s family members 


By MICHAEL GORMLEY, 
Associated Press 
ALBANY, N.Y. - A sting op¬ 
eration by New York state 
transportation investigators 
and law enforcement a week 
after a horrific fatal tour bus 
crash included a single stop 
in Manhattan in which all 14 
tour buses pulled over were 
ordered off the road, state of¬ 
ficials said Saturday. 

State investigators reported 
nine “major issues” Friday 
night with the drivers, includ¬ 
ing lack of an updated log 
book required to show how 
long a driver has been behind 
the wheel, an official familiar 
with the investigation told The 
Associated Press. 


found 10 major vehicle issues 
and 40 minor infractions, the 
official said. 

The official spoke on the con¬ 
dition of anonymity because 
of the sensitivity of the con- 


drew Cuomo directed the op¬ 
eration at DOT checkpoints as 
part of his order to investigate 
the Bronx crash of the tour 
bus, which was serving casino 
customers, while stepping up 
enforcement of all tour buses 
statewide. □ 


The state Department of tinuing sting operation involv- 
Transportation investigators ing police statewide. Gov. An- 
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San Francisco tries get tough 
approach with the homeless 



Homeless in S.F. 


By Gabrielle Saveri AP 
SAN FRANCISCO - San 
Francisco prides itself on 
helping the homeless, and it 
even created a special com¬ 
mittee for grievances from 
those kicked out of shelters. 
But this month, it began a 
new experiment that treats the 
homeless more harshly than 
the city’s other policies. After 
lengthy training, police began 
enforcing an ordinance that 
bans sitting or lying on side¬ 
walks during daytime hours. 
The measure, which was ap¬ 
proved by 54 percent of city 
voters in November, has 
drawn criticism from home¬ 
less groups and the down- 
and-out themselves. 

The new approach comes at a 
time when the city is working 
to bolster tourism and local 
businesses in a tough econo¬ 
my. 

Many residents have wel¬ 
comed the ordinance, which 


was spearheaded by a neigh¬ 
borhood group from 1960s 
counterculture haven Haight- 
Ashbury. 

And police say enforcement is 
still driven by compassion. 
“When you see people down 
on their luck, you’re not try¬ 
ing to put them in jail you’re 
trying to get them what they 
need,” said San Francisco Po¬ 
lice spokesman Troy Danger- 
field. 

But while Dangerfield said 
the goal is not to issue cita¬ 
tions, police say they have 
given more than 45 warnings 
to homeless people since they 
began enforcement on March 
11 . 

There is some bite to the so- 
called Sit-Lie ordinance, 
which applies from 7 a.m. 
to 11 p.m. First-time offend¬ 
ers receive a verbal warning, 
while second-time violators 
can be cited and fined $50 to 
$100.Q 


Andrew Jackson’s historic 
dueling pistol up for sale 


CHARLESTON, South 
Carolina - Among the Ori¬ 
ental rugs and fine furniture 
at the annual Charleston In¬ 
ternational Antiques Show 
this weekend is President An¬ 
drew Jackson’s dueling pistol, 
priced at $65,000. 

“It’s this one here on top, the 
really ugly one,” said antiques 
dealer Chris Mitchell of Arms 
& Militaria in Point Clear, 
Alabama, pointing to the 
long-barreled pistol. The gun 
has Jackson’s name engraved 
in a gold inset on the top of 
its handle. The hot-tempered 
Jackson, who was the seventh 
president, serving from 1829 
to 1837, fought a dozen or 
more duels. 



Statue of President Andrew 
Jackson 


“He was a violent person,” 
Mitchell said. In one duel 
in 1806, Jackson allowed 
Charles Dickinson to fire first, 


and Dickinson hit Jackson in 
the chest before Jackson took 
aim and killed him. The lead 
ball in Jackson’s chest could 
not be removed. 

“He let the other guy shoot 
first and lived the rest of his 
life with a bullet in his chest,” 
Mitchell said. 

Mitchell deals in swords, 
guns, buckles, buttons and 
flags from the American Rev¬ 
olution and Civil War. 

“These are not the kinds of 
things people throw away, he 
said. “There’s a story to them, 
or at least people envision 
one.” 

South Carolina and North 
Carolina dispute where, ex¬ 
actly, Jackson was born.Q 


Miniature train derails at park 

Killing 6-year-old child 



Miniature train 


CHARLESTON, South Car¬ 
olina- A miniature train at a 
South Carolina park derailed 
and overturned on 
Saturday, killing a 6-year-old 
child and injuring at least 18 
other people, authorities said. 
The train at Cleveland Park 
in Spartanburg had 28 people 
on board when it derailed just 
after 1 p.m., said Spartanburg 
Police Captain Art Littlejohn. 
“The train derailed and came 
off the tracks,” he said. “It 
overturned, and the people 
were thrown from the train.” 


A 6-year-old child was killed, 
he said. 

Initial accounts of how many 
people were injured remained 
unclear. Littlejohn said 15 


children were taken by am¬ 
bulance to hospitals and two 
more were airlifted by heli¬ 
copter. Two adults also were 
hospitalized, he said.Q 
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The Divine Nine - A Flag & 
Anthem Day fund raising 
tournament of 18 holes was 
played at Divi Links, orga¬ 
nized by the Kiwanis Club 
of Aruba. The Two person 
scrambled took off at 9am and 
concluded in the early after¬ 
noon over BBQ lunch catered 
by Mulligan’s Golf Cafe Bar 
& Restaurant. 

The second annual Kiwanis 
tournament featured three sets 


of winners and a surprise Hole 
In One by veteran golfer Wil¬ 
lem van Elderen. While an¬ 
nually the golf course offers 
a fancy new car as a tourna¬ 
ment prize for the golfer land¬ 
ing the ball into the cup on a 
designated hole of over 152 
yards in just one shot, this 
year, a new Harley Davidson 
Soft Tail Heritage Classic 
2011 was offered by the local 
Big Twin dealership owned 


by Humphrey Hardefeld. Wil¬ 
lem reports he shot his regu¬ 
lar swing on hole #7, using a 
6 iron, then the ball rolled a 
bit and disappeared, making 
Willem the proud owner of 
the legendary motorbike. His 
colleagues congratulated him 
warmly and enthusiastically. 
The seventy-two year old 
golfer is recuperating from a 
health challenge, and on his 
first golf outing, landed the 
grand prize. 

Despite of a small rain shower 
during the award-ceremony 
the tournament was a lot of 
fun. First prize winners a fa¬ 
ther and son team from Min¬ 
nesota, Mike & Mick, second 
place winners Tony & Hubert 
from Aruba , and third place 
winners Rafael & Jan, also 
from Aruba, received trophies 
and gifts courtesy of Man- 
rique Capriles and Neutro- 
gena sun protection products. 
More winners included Har¬ 
old Hagens closest to the pin 



and Jacob McKenzie longest 
drive. Additional funds were 
collected from an auction of¬ 
fered by Divi’s managing 
Director Alex Nieuwmeyer, 
of a Pendulin Putter, and Van 
Elderen showed his gratitude 
to the tournament by writing a 
personal check of Awg 1,000 
to the Kiwanis. 

GianAnthonio Muller and 
Aldrick Tromp thanked golf¬ 
ers and sponsors on behalf 
of the Kiwanis and presented 
Respeta Me Foundation, a not 
for profit local organization 



dedicated to the prevention 
of child abuse with a partial 
check, with more funds com¬ 
ing at the conclusion of the 
tournament. 

Pictured here Managing Di¬ 
rector Alex Nieuwmeyer, as 
the emcee of the Award Cer¬ 
emony with the winners, he 
was assisted by Tabitha Fe- 
cunda, Island Marketing & 
Promotion Manager, Divi 
Links. Nieuwmeyer reports 
that van Elderen won the first 
tournament hole in one, since 
1995.□ 


Radisson donates to Imeldahof 


PALM BEACH - When Fer¬ 
nando Eduwardo, the Assis¬ 
tant Controller at the Radis¬ 
son Aruba Resort Casino & 
Spa went on pension, he gra¬ 
ciously decided to give up his 
retirement farewell party, in 
favor of a donation to Aruba 
Kinderhuis Imeldahof 
Pictured here the representa¬ 
tive of Imeldahof, Dominico 
Semeleer, as he picks up the 
check resulting from Fer¬ 
nando Eduwardo’s extremely 
generous gesture. 

He is flanked by General 
Manager Rob Smith, Director 
of Human Resources Glenn 
Farro and HR Manager An- 
gelique Croes. 

Imeldahof Children’s Home 
is a private foundation, in 
Noord, adjacent to the Santa 
Anna church, capable of tak¬ 



ing in up to 52 children. by donations and Imeldahof 

While the home does receive is dependent on the commu- 
minimal support from the nity’s generosity and willing- 
government, the majority of ness to help, just the way Fer- 
its many needs must be met nando Eduwardo did.Q 
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Anniversaries celebrated at the Renaissance Resort 




The wenu features authentic Spanish tapas 
and entrees such as delicious Seafood Paella) 
USbA fa&f Tenderloin & fheio Zealand 
Lawl Chops from the charcoal grill. 

Open from 6.00pm - 10.30pm. Closed on Sundays and Wednesdays 


Reservation recommended 
For reservation call 520-1100 ext. 6154 


Visit us at our 
NEW location on 
La Cabana's Boardwalk 


LACABANA 

iuci and wautdU 


ORANJESTAD - General 
Manager Paul Gielen helped 
celebrate anniversaries at the 
Renaissance Aruba Resort & 
Casino. The celebration dur¬ 
ing lunch at the Convention 
Center was emceed by Irma 
Wilson and included a great 
number of resort associates 


who commemorated five, ten, 
fifteen and twenty years of 
commitment to hospitality. 
Celebrating five years, Fran¬ 
cois Maduro, L.G. Smith’s 
Steak and Chop House, Legi- 
no Stomp, Sole Pool-Bar, 
Maria V. Altidor, Kitchen, 
Jiny Brete, Blue Bar, Ana 


M. Rincon, Kitchen, Ygnacia 
Mariano, Kitchen, Esperanza 
Gomez-Ramirez, Kitchen, 
Examene Dorismond, Stew¬ 
ard, and Airton Campo, Kitch¬ 
en. Celebrating ten years, Sue 
Ann Liao-Jen, Human Re¬ 
sources, and Merly Scholder, 
Blue Bar. Remembering fif¬ 
teen years Ana Hernandez, 
Kitchen, Luciana Dossous, 
Cafetaria, Arelis Tavarez, 
Kitchen and General Man¬ 
ager Paul Gielen, who was 
presented with his engraved 
commemorative plaque by 
shareholder Frida Croes. 
Concluding twenty years, 
Mildred Theijsen, Sales & 
Marketing. 

Thank you for being part of 
our success, read the plaque, 
presented to all those with 
long term careers at the Re¬ 
naissance, combined with a 
great round of applause, and a 
gourmet lunch prepared by the 
culinary team of the Renais¬ 
sance Convention Center.Q 
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Bridge results: AlOlUl 

Bridge Club Aruba 


Friday evening March 18, 2011. A total of 15 pairs joined the 
Spring Tournament at the Frank Conway Room of Casa del 
Mar 

The results 50% and higher are as follows: 

1) Fred van der Leest / Chris Joosten 58.75 % winner 
of a dinner for two at the Radisson 

2) Edith Henriquez / Sheila Lampe 58.33 % win¬ 

ner of a breakfast for two at Matthew’s 

3) Kathy Rasenberger / George Manning 55.42 % 

4) Ineke Jobse / Annette Ybeles 53.82 % 

5) Geke In ‘Veld/ Wim Pennings 53.75 % 

6) Marleen van Baarlen / Els Lacle 50.35 % 


Aloha Bridge Club Aruba meets twice a week: on Thursday 
mornings at the Members Lounge of the Aruba Beach Club 
Resort, starting at 9.00 am and on Friday evenings at the 
Frank Conway Roomn of Casa del Mar, starting at 7.30 pm. 
Signing up closes ten minutes before starting time.Fee for 
guest players $ 6.00 or Afl. 10.00 per person. The club can 
also be of assistance in finding single players a bridge part¬ 
ner. Please call Addy Eilers, tel. 5824953.□ 


Excelsior’s winner’s circle 



PALM BEACH - Tourist and locals enjoy very much Aruba’s Hymn and Flag Day at Excelsior 
Casino, entertainment by Tino Ruiz!! Lots of guests won jackpots and at the tables. 

Stay tuned for upcoming events and great prizes at Excelsior Casino! O 



MCB 


MADURO & CURIEL’S BANK N.V. 



highlights of 
Consolidated Financial Position 
Maduro & Curiels Bank N.V 


Thanks to the great work of our 1473 colleagues and friends and to 
our growing circle of customers, 2010 was a good year for our bank. 
In 2010 our Kingdom went through a restructuring process and the growth 
in the markets we serviced was modest. Our balance sheet passed the 
NAf. 6 billion mark for the first time and our shareholders equity surpassed 
the NAf. 500 million mark, also for the first time. Both our bank's Loans 
and Advances portfolio and our net profit showed a healthy growth in 2010. 
We are confident that our Group is well positioned for any challenge we 
may encounter in 2011 and beyond and we believe that "together we make 
our future". 


The financial highlights in amounts 
(NAf.) representing fifteen local and 
international companies 


2010 


2009 


Total Assets 6,034,658,000 5,843,210,000 

Total Customers’ Deposits 5,192,685,000 5,117,338,000 

Total Loans and Advances 3,400,740,000 3,173,009,000 

Capital Funds/Shareholders Equity 535,283,000 491,182,000 

Investment revenue 15,948,000 11,092,000 

Net result after tax 135,043,000 119,136,000 


The financial highlights in percentages (%) 


Growth in Total Assets 

Growth in Total Customers’ Deposits 

Growth in Loans and Advances 

Growth in Net Profit, incl. Investment revenue 

Growth in Net Profit, excl. Investment revenue 


3.3% 

1.5% 

7.2% 

13% 

10 % 


Other key data of the MCB Group 

2010 

2009 

Staff 

1473 

1469 

Offices 

50 

50 

Bankomatiko ATMs 

150 

145 

POS Terminals 

6,982 

6,345 

Client accounts 

557,057 

532,004 



INCOME STATEMENT 

• The income presented in our 
financial statements is derived from 
both the onshore and international 
activities of the MCB Group. This 
income is well diversified. 

• The Group’s net result after taxes, 
but before the transfer to the 
Reserve for General Banking Risks, 
increased with nearly 16 million or 
13% to NAf. 135 million. This in¬ 
crease in profit was partly also due 
to extraordinary proceeds from the 
sale of available-for-sale securities. 

• Excluding this extraordinary profit, 
MCB Group’s Net result after taxes 
increased with a healthy 10% or 
NAf. 11 million. 

• The increase in net impairment 
losses on loans and advances 
reflects the increase in provisions 
for three specific commercial loans 
plus an adjustment to credit card 
provisioning which results in a more 
conservative approach for such 
provisions. It was very satisfying 
that all our markets contributed to 
this increase in profits. 

BALANCE SHEET AND EQUITY 

• MCB Group’s total assets increased 
with NAf. 191 million or 3% and for 
the first time passed the 6 billion 
guilder mark at NAf. 6,034 million. 

• Net loans and advances to custo¬ 
mers increased by 7% with 228 
million guilders to NAf. 3,401 
million. Despite this substantial 
growth in loans, the gross interest 
income decreased 1%, because of 
a decrease in the interest rates in 
our markets. 

• Our shareholders’ equity was 
strengthened considerably with 
NAf. 44 million, surpassing the NAf. 
500 million mark for the first time. 
Excluding minority interest, total 


Stockholders’ equity ended the year 
at NAf. 535 million. This strong 
capitalization continues to represent 
a key strength of our Group and one 
that our community, our clients and 
our staff can rely and count on. 

LOANS 

• In Curagao, during 2010, the 
bank put extra emphasis and 
commitment to the small business 
sectors and our Small Business 
Unit approved nearly 500 small 
business loan requests, and our 
micro-finance department extended 
96 Granito loans. 

• Since inception at the end of 2006, 
MCB has granted more than 450 
micro-finance loans. 

• We were pleased that the Innova¬ 
tion Center Curagao recognized 
the significant contributions by our 
Small Business Unit and awarded 
it the 2010 Innovation Prize for the 
greatest economic contribution. 

TAXES 

• MCB Group’s profit tax obligation 
resulting from our operations in 
2010 is NAf. 31 million, while the 
group also paid NAf 3.2 million in 
turnover taxes. Our employees paid 
wage taxes amounting to NAf. 32 
million. 

• In 2010 MCB collected and paid 
NAf. 46 million in license fees for 
Curagao, St. Maarten and Bonaire. 
In Aruba, Caribbean Mercantile 
Bank collected AWG 10 million in 
exchange tax which it paid to the 
Central Bank of Aruba for the 
Government of Aruba. 


• During the year, MCB Group paid its 
employees NAf. 176 million total 
salaries and employee benefits. 

COMMUNITY 

• On Curagao alone we contributed 
with nearly 4500 donations or 
almost NAf. 3 million to support the 
important work and activities from 
cultural, social, religious, sport and 
educational organizations benefiting 
the youth, neighborhoods and diffe¬ 
rent charitable institutions. 

• We are especially proud of our dona¬ 
tion of NAf. 500 thousand for the 
relief of the unprecedented damage 
caused by the flooding that followed 
tropical storm Tomas in Curagao and 
our NAf. 100 thousand contribution 
for Haiti following the devastating 
earthquake early in the year. 

• In the second week of December, 
we celebrated our 6th “Siman di 
Kurason Positivo” in Curagao where¬ 
by many of our employees voluntarily 
provided direct social assistance 

to less fortunate individuals in our 
society. 

2010 was a year that was not short 
on events or accomplishments. 

With new members of our Manage¬ 
ment and Supervisory Boards, we 
look forward to new ways of doing 
business, to new services and 
new products, and to new ways of 
engaging our staff. In this, we know 
that we can count on our Regulators, 
our Shareholders, our Supervisory 
Directors and our Employees. We are 
grateful for the support we enjoyed in 
2010 and surely will enjoy in 2011. 
Perhaps even more importantly, we 
are confident that the peoples of our 
six islands also know that “Together 
we make our future”, and we look 
forward to doing so in the years ahead. 


EMPLOYMENT 

• MCB Group employed 1473 persons 
in the different countries and islands 
at the end of 2010. 

For the full Consolidated Financial Highlights for the financial year 2010, the Explanatory Notes to the Consolidated Financial 
Highlights, and the Auditors’ Report thereto from KPMG Accountants B.V., please write to Annual Report 2010, P.O.Box 305, Curagao, 
for a free copy of our 2010 Annual Report or visit our website www.mcb-bank.com. 
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Crystal & Seaport Casinos host quarterly anniversary lunch 



ORANJESTAD - Casino manager Edgard Roos 
was proud to introduce team members of the Crys¬ 
tal & Seaport Casinos celebrating long term careers 
in hospitality to a large audience at the Renaissance 
Convention Center. 

Completing five years with the company Merita 
Everon, Seaport Operations, Raymond Figaroa, 
Crystal Operations, Mario Kock, Crystal Operation, 


Ann J. Navas, Seaport Operations, Mario Schwen- 
gle, Seaport Operations and Redwing Kock, Crystal 
Security. 

Celebrating fifteen years Hubert Rivero, Seaport 
Cage, Enrique Kelly, Crystal Beverage, Eugene de 
Cuba, Crystal Operations, Raymond Perez, Crystal 
Beverage, Edwin Vingal, Crystal Beverage, Ro¬ 
land Geerman, Crystal Operations, Michel Maduro, 
Crystal Operations, Humphrey Holsman, Crystal 


Operations, Jorge Kock, Host, Lidia Paesch, Sea¬ 
port Cage, Jeffrey Angela, Crystal Cage, and Lucas 
Croes, Crystal Security. 

Celebrating twenty years Mariano Dania, Crystal Se¬ 
curity. 

The anniversary celebration at the Renaissance Con¬ 
vention Center was combined with elegant buffet 
and included the awards of the fourth quarter and the 
annual award. □ 


ARUHIBA THE HMD OMIY HOMEIHME jUjgMM CIGAR 


SOLEDAD 14-A, IMOORD • TEL: [H97] 593-6177 • bap59@live.com 



ORANJESTAD- Benjamin 
Petrocchi started the 
newest export product of 
Aruba, locally produced 


cigars called “Aruhiba”. 
These cigars are 
produced and cultivated 
in Aruba. Petrocchi has 
always had an interest in 
the cigar business and 
has also sold Premium 
Cuban Cigars, and now 
he is growing his own 
tobacco crop. After many 
attempts and trips to 
Santo Domingo and Cuba 



he started his own 
production and cultivation 
of Aruhiba Cigars in 
Aruba. The process took 
ten years. Petrocchi 
dedication to the cigars is 
important for the molding 
and process of making a 
perfect cigar which takes 
a long time. The cigar 
box is specially designed 
for the cigars with the 
logo “Aruhiba”. Petrocchi 
considers Aruhiba a 
promotion for Aruba 
through fine quality 
cigars. The company 
sells International cigars 
as well. Buy a gift box of 
Aruhiba Corona with five 



cigars and you will get 1 
FREE cigar of $35. 
Located at the Historic 
Dutch Windmill. Open 
from Monday to Saturday 
from 9am till 8:30pm. 

And open on Sunday 




from 9am to 1pm. Aruhiba 
is only available in above 
mentioned stores. Visit 
our authentic tobacco 


farm where cigars are 
handmade. For tour to 
the tabaco factory call: 
586-0347 


BUY & RECEIVE ONE ARUBAN CIGAR FREE WITH THIS FLYER 


Read ARUBA TODAY every day 
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red sail sports. 

Snorkel Sail 

Our luxurious catamaran will take you 
to Aruba's best snorkel spots. Visit 
the Antilla ship wreck and more! 

Morning and afternoon tours available 


/ 


IP" 





Book «<? 1A/ 

Via internet: 
www.redsailaruba.com 
By phone: 

(+ 297 ) 586-1603 


American Indian youth 
suicide crisis baffles 



Darrell Follette, and Ida Follette 


Trauma stalks children of Japan tsunami 



Child stands as they check message board 


By MATT VOLZ, 

POPLAR, Mont. - Chelle 
Rose Follette fashioned a 
noose with her pajamas, tying 
one end to a closet rod and the 
other around her neck. When 
her mother entered the bed¬ 
room to put away laundry, she 
found the 13-year-old hang¬ 
ing. Ida Follette screamed for 
her husband, Darrell. He lift¬ 
ed his child’s body, rushed her 
to the bed and tried to bring 
her back. “She was so light, 
she was so light. And I put her 
down. I said, ‘No, Chelle!”’ 
But the time had passed for 
CPR, he said, his voice fading 
with still raw grief. His wife 
sat next to him on the couch, 
sobbing at the retelling. Here 
on the Fort Peck Indian Res¬ 
ervation, a spasm of youth 
suicides had caused alarm 
and confusion even before 
Chelle’s death.The Follettes 
had talked with her about 
other local children who had 
killed themselves. She had 
assured her parents that they 
need not worry about her. 
“She always promised that,” 
said Ida as the half-light of the 
winter afternoon created shad¬ 
ows in the sparsely furnished 
home. “She said, ‘What’s go¬ 
ing on with these kids, are 


they stupid or what?”’ 

Earlier that day last April, 
Chelle and a friend got drunk 
after school. Police later told 
her parents that her blood-al¬ 
cohol content was .217, near¬ 
ly three times the legal limit. 
Chelle argued with her parents 
when she came home. They 
ordered her to lie down, to 
cool off, to sober up. The Fol¬ 
lettes say Chelle was a happy 
teen who had been looking 
forward to her 14th birthday 
the following week.Q 


by Hiroshi Hiyama AP 
KESENNUMA, Japan - The 
horror of Japan’s tsunami 
has raised concerns over the 
long-term impact on children, 
some of whom are already 
displaying signs of trauma, 
from screaming nightmares to 
silent withdrawal. 

According to the charity Save 
the Children, around 100,000 
children were displaced by 
what has become Japan’s 
worst natural disaster since 
1923, with nearly 20,000 peo¬ 
ple dead or missing. 

The potential for lasting trau¬ 
ma is compounded by the un¬ 
usual multiple nature of the 
event: a massive 9.0 earth¬ 
quake, a devastating tsunami 
and a nationwide scare over a 
possible meltdown at a nucle¬ 
ar plant. 

Experts say the scale of the 
loss and disruption for some 
children would have been al¬ 
most inconceivable: homes 
destroyed, friends disap¬ 
peared, one or both parents 
maybe killed, or siblings and 
other close family members 
missing. 


Initial efforts to help them 
come to terms with the trag¬ 
edy can only be made in ex¬ 
tremely stressful circumstanc¬ 
es, with families packed into 
ill-equipped evacuation shel¬ 
ters, suffering bitterly cold 
nights and frequent terrifying 
aftershocks. 

“We found children in des¬ 
perate conditions, huddling 


around kerosene lamps and 
wrapped in blankets,” said 
Save the Children spokesman 
Ian Woolverton, who visited a 
number of evacuation centres 
in the coastal regions of north¬ 
east Japan that bore the brunt 
of the March 11 tsunami. 
“They told me about their 
anxieties, especially their 
fears about radiationt.Q 



Join us for an elegant dining experience 
with our gracious staff and live piano music. 
Also featuring an outdoor dining patio. 

Manchebo Beach Resort & Spa 
Behind the Alhambra Casino 

For reservations call: 582 3444 
E-mail: steakhouse@manchebo.com 


BENLO CIGARS 

Import & Export • We ship all over the world • Tel.:5863555 
Located in theArowak Garden, next to Salt & Pepper, 
Paparazzi and Tango Restaurant. 

We are specialized in premium Cuban Cigars. 
Opening hours: Mon. - Sat. 8:30am - 11:00pm 
Sunday 9:00am - 11:00pm 

Depending on purchase, we have discounts starting from 5% up to 20%. 
_With purchase of $20 or more 1 FREE CIGAR _ 


Bring this coupon for your free Cuban Cigar! 



;celsior 

CASINO 

A - K • U • B • A 


LOCATED AT THE HOLIDAY INN 

Black Jack, Craps, 3 Card Poker, Caribbean Stud 
Poker, Slots and daily Bingos!!! 

Only Casino in Aruba 
Where dealer stands on 
Soft 17 

SPORTS BOOK 

No charge or tax on winnings 

Live simulcast of all major tracks 
Highest limits in Aruba 

POKER ROOM 
Tournaments 

Mondays & Tuesdays at 6:30 PM $10 
Wednesdays & Thursdays at 6:30 PM $25 
Fridays at 7:00 PM $50 
Saturdays at 7:00 PM Freeze out $150 
Sundays at 7:00 PM Freeze out $100 
(Tournaments are subject to charge as per 
Management criteria) 

Lady Luck is waiting for you at Excelsior Casino!! 
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Why the West finally got it right 



David Cameron 


By Ranj Alaaldin AP 
London - British Prime Min¬ 
ister David Cameron has 
done it. He was among the 
first of Western leaders and 
British politicians to call for 
the much-needed no-fly zone 
over Libya. Despite strong 
opposition from the interna¬ 
tional community, he stood 
firm and loyal to his convic¬ 
tions and, together with the 
equally tenacious President 
Nicolas Sarkozy of France, 
has restored faith in the once- 
impotent and futile United 
Nations. Libyans, the Arab 
world, and the broader inter¬ 
national community should 
forever be grateful. 
Yesterday’s Security Council 
endorsement of a resolution 
that imposes a no-fly zone 
over Libya is a righting of the 


wrongs of history. In 1991, 
the international commu¬ 
nity and the ineffective Arab 
League found itself in a simi¬ 
lar position when Iraqis rose 
up against the tyrannical dic¬ 
tatorship of Saddam Hussein. 
They left the Iraqis hanging, 
who, as a result, were slaugh¬ 
tered. 

Now, with Qaddafi’s forces 
moving closer toward Beng¬ 
hazi, Libyans will not be as 
unlucky. A no-fly zone was 
always going to be the all-im¬ 
portant factor in this bloody 
conflict. Yet, the conflict had, 
by the time of yesterday’s res¬ 
olution, reached a point where 
a no-fly zone would have 
been too little too late, with 
Qaddafi checking the rebels’ 
westward progress and recap¬ 
turing lost towns and cities in 


the rebel-controlled territories 
of the east. 

Against all oddsAgainst all 
the odds, however, the Secu¬ 
rity Council went even further 
than a no-fly zone by imple¬ 
menting what Daniel Korski 
of the European Council on 
Foreign Relations had, three 
weeks ago, called the no-fly 
zone plus-one option: the use 
of air strikes to complement a 
no-fly zone that, on its own, 
would have merely sacrificed 
the exhausted and resource- 
diminished rebels to Qaddafi’s 
tanks and heavy artillery. 
Although it may take a short 
while for the no-fly zone to 
be enforced, airstrikes can 
take place straightaway. They 
must start now, immediately 
and not later. Time is still of 
the essence: Qaddafi may now 
think twice about going into 
Benghazi will full force, since 
he risks having his planes 
and tanks destroyed, but not 
if there is even the slight¬ 
est indication that it could be 
a number of days or weeks 
before the Security Council 
measures are implemented. 
How and when Qaddafi re¬ 
sponds to yesterday’s mea¬ 
sures will determine their ef¬ 
fectiveness and the success of 
the uprising; It is, therefore, 
important that he is not given 
much choice. □ 


United Nations Security Council 

Is the U.N/s threat against Gadhaf i already workingP 



New York - After the U.N. 
votes for possible military 
intervention in Libya, Moam- 
mar Gadhafi promptly halts 
his assault on the rebels’ last 
stronghold. Now what? 

The government of Moammar 
Gadhafi called for an “imme¬ 
diate ceasefire” Friday, just 
hours after the United Nations 
Security Council authorized 
the use of “all necessary” 
military force, including air- 
strikes, to protect civilians 
from the dictator’s violent 
assault. Rebels celebrated in 
Benghazi, their last strong¬ 
hold, as Gadhafi called off 
what he had said would be a 
merciless attack on the city. 
Britain and France vowed to 
continue with military prepa¬ 
rations in case Gadhafi breaks 
his word. 


Has the U.N.’s threat already 
succeeded in saving the reb¬ 
els? 

No. Gadhafi is still in power: 
“The UN shouldn’t accept this 
nonsense,” says Rick Moran 
at The American Thinker. But 
it “probably will,” because it 
only wants to stop the slaugh¬ 


ter, not overthrow anyone. If 
the “the U.N. chickens out 
and agrees to leave Gaddafi in 
power,” his goons will slowly 
and quietly terrorize the popu¬ 
lation into submission again. 
Then “the bloodbath will be 
even bigger than if they did 
nothing.”□ 



A nation of oil junkios 
still noods its gas fix 



Obama 


By Cynthia Tucker AP 
WASHINGTON - You think 
gasoline is too expensive? 
Are you annoyed by the esca¬ 
lating price at the pump? 

If so, you’ve joined legions 
of Americans, myself in¬ 
cluded, who have become 
accustomed to a lifestyle of 
easy and seemingly pain¬ 
less energy consumption. 
We believe that we have a 
God-given right to our fuel¬ 
hogging SUVs, two or three 
refrigerators per household 
and old-fashioned light bulbs 
that generate as much heat as 
light. Isn’t there something in 
the Constitution that guaran¬ 
tees our right to most of the 
world’s energy resources? 
You’d certainly think so to 
listen to the complaints that 
escalate right along with the 
price per barrel of oil. But the 
simple fact is that our energy 
consumption is a lot more 
costly than we acknowledge 
measured not just in ghastly 
environmental disasters, but 
also in the blood spilled by 
our soldiers. 

A confluence of awful events 
the slaughter of protesters in 
the Middle East and a nuclear 
catastrophe in Japan ought 
to serve as a teaching mo¬ 
ment, an opportunity to re¬ 
mind Americans that there 
is a steep price to be paid for 
our profligate use of energy 
sources. Instead, we’ve seen 
the usual petty politics and 
finger-pointing, a reflexive 
avoidance of assessing our 
old habits and attempting to 
change them. 

President Obama, for his 
part, is sticking with an en¬ 
ergy plan that calls not only 
for new sources, such as 
wind and solar power, but 
also broader use of nuclear 
plants. He is among many 
progressives who have lately 
endorsed nuclear power as an 
alternative to planet-warming 


fuels such as coal, used in 
many utility plants. 

But the fragile consensus 
between conservatives who 
clamor for nuclear power and 
environmentalists who hate 
coal may not matter, even if 
it survives the Japanese cri¬ 
sis. As Time magazine writer 
Michael Grunwald notes, 
nuclear power plants are out¬ 
rageously expensive to build 
and even more expensive to 
insure. “Since 2008, pro¬ 
posed reactors have been qui¬ 
etly scrapped or suspended in 
at least nine states — not by 
safety concerns or hippie sit- 
ins, but by financial realities. 
Other projects have been de¬ 
layed as cost estimates have 
tripled toward $10 billion a 
reactor,” Grunwald writes. 

So much for a cheap source 
of electricity. 

Despite that, a group of Re¬ 
publicans wants to repeal the 
Bush-era mandate to retire 
incandescent light bulbs and 
switch to technologies that 
would use about 30 percent 
less energy and could save 
consumers as much as $40 
billion in energy and related 
costs over the next two de¬ 
cades. U.S. Rep. Joe Barton, 
R-Texas, leader of the dim 
bulbs, says it’s about “per¬ 
sonal freedom.” 

Meanwhile, the “personal 
freedom” to use incandes¬ 
cent light bulbs pales next 
to the all-American notion 
of the right to hit the high¬ 
way any time we choose. But 
that freedom, too, is bought 
at a steep price — a foreign 
policy that is mired in the 
Middle East. There are other 
reasons for our forays there, 
of course, but access to pe¬ 
troleum has always been a 
prime motivator. 

That’s why the Obama ad¬ 
ministration steps softly 
around oil-rich Bahrain, 
whose monarchy is us¬ 
ing U.S.-supplied hardware 
and the assistance of Saudi 
Arabia to stifle demonstra¬ 
tors seeking a more open 
and democratic government. 
How much can we castigate 
those who supply the fuel we 
crave? Does a junkie lam¬ 
baste his dealer? □ 
























Pope Benedict urges military 
to consider safety of Libyans 


By NICOLE WINFIELD, 
Associated Press 
VATICAN CITY - Pope Bene¬ 
dict XVI issued an urgent ap¬ 
peal Sunday to military and 
political leaders to consider 
the safety of Libyan civilians 
and ensure they have access 
to emergency aid in his first 
comments on the U.S.-led 
military assault on Libya. 

The pope didn’t identify 
which leaders he was refer¬ 
ring to in comments at his tra¬ 
ditional Sunday blessing. Sig¬ 
nificantly, he didn’t demand 
an immediate end to the U.S. 
and European air and missile 
strikes. 

Rather, he directed his appeal 
in general to “those who have 
the political and military re¬ 
sponsibility to take to heart 
the safety and security of citi¬ 
zens and guarantee that they 
have access to humanitarian 
aid.” 

Benedict said the outbreak of 
hostilities had sparked “great 
fear and alarm in me” and said 
he was praying for peace in 
the region. 

Two weeks ago, Benedict 
lamented the deaths and hu¬ 
manitarian crisis caused by 
the fighting between Moam- 
mar Gadhafi’s forces and reb¬ 
els. 

The Vatican has been remark¬ 
ably quiet since then, and 
particularly since the U.N. 
Security Council authorized 
military force to halt Gad¬ 
hafi’s crackdown: the Vatican 
newspaper reported on the de¬ 
velopments matter-of-factly, 
without commentary. 

That was not the case eight 
years ago in the run-up to the 
Iraq war, when Pope John 
Paul II voiced emphatic op¬ 
position to U.S.-led military 
action and sent an envoy to 
Washington to try to avert it. 
Yet in 1994, nearly two years 
into Bosnia’s civil war, John 
Paul called for humanitarian 
intervention to end the suf¬ 
fering and said the church 
endorsed action to disarm ag¬ 
gressors. 

In 1998, the Vatican opposed 
NATO airstrikes on Yugosla¬ 
via launched after Serbia’s 
leader Slobodan Milosevic re¬ 
fused to sign a peace deal for 
separatist Kosovo, but John 
Paul also said the internation¬ 



al community couldn’t remain 
quiet as innocents were forced 
from their homes amid repres¬ 
sion and violence. 

On Sunday, Avvenire, the 
influential newspaper of the 
Italian Catholic bishops’ 
conference, said the Libyan 
“war” was necessary and jus¬ 
tified, “animated by the noble 
motives of humanitarian in¬ 
tervention.” 

In a front-page editorial, Av¬ 
venire praised the French for 
having recognized the rebels 
diplomatically and “taken up 
the flag of interventionism 
with the aim of canceling out 
its past links to the dictators of 
the Maghreb and relaunching 
French grandeur in the Medi¬ 
terranean.” 

Recently, the Vatican has been 
chastened for what some in 
the Arab world considered in¬ 
terference in internal affairs: 
The pre-eminent institute of 
Islamic learning in the Sunni 
Muslim world froze talks with 
the Vatican earlier this year 
after Benedict called for bet¬ 
ter protection of Christians in 
Egypt. 

Benedict’s appeal had fol¬ 
lowed the New Year’s bomb¬ 
ing on a Coptic Christian 
church in Alexandria that 
killed 21 people. Q 
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Fears for British nuclear plans after lapan crisis 



Steam rises from nuclear towers 


By Frederic Pouchot AP 
LONDON - The crisis at the 
Fukushima plant in Japan 
could delay plans for a new 
generation of British nuclear 
power stations, dealing a blow 
to the atomic energy industry’s 
hopes for a £3 0-billion boost. 
Britain currently has 10 plants 
and 19 nuclear reactors up 
and running which provide 
around a fifth of the country’s 
electricity production. 

The Labour government in 
2008 adopted a policy of 
maintaining nuclear power as 
part of the country’s energy 
mix and it was retained by 
the administration of Prime 
Minister David Cameron. 

In line with this, several 
European firms want to build 


five new plants with at least 
10 reactors, which would be 
worth the equivalent of about 
34 billion euros or $50 billion 
to the nuclear industry. 

The companies have been 
involved in a long process to 
get their bids approved but it 
had been going well. Now, 


however, Japan’s atomic crisis 
is threatening to delay the 
lucrative deals. 

Since the emergency began 
at the Fukushima plant, the 
British government has been 
at pains to stress that nuclear 
power is vital to meet the 
country’s energy needs.□ 
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Obama woos Brazil while 
Libya air assault unfolds 


By Stuart Grudgings and Matt 
Spetalnick AP 

RIO DE JANEIRO - Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama toured 
Rio de Janeiro on Sunday as 
he courted Latin America on a 
tour overshadowed by a U.S. 
and European air assault on 
Muammar Gaddafi’s forces in 
Libya. On the second day of 
what aides call his signature 
first trip to the region, Obama 
got a glimpse of Rio’s famed 
beaches and mountains from 
his helicopter and played soc¬ 
cer with slum kids in a display 
of cultural affinity. 

His attention continued to be 
divided, however, by the big¬ 
gest military intervention in 
the Arab world since the Iraq 



President Barack Obama 


invasion. 

The military campaign 
against Gaddafi’s forces that 
was launched on Saturday in¬ 
truded on Obama’s schedule 
of diplomacy and business 
promotion in the Brazilian 
capital, Brasilia, and seemed 
certain to do the same in Rio. 


Obama is seeking improved 
relations with Brazil after a 
period marked by tensions 
and neglect, during which 
China overtook the United 
States as Brazil’s main trade 
partner. Based in a hotel over¬ 
looking Copacabana beach, 
he was spending the day vis¬ 
iting a vibrant metropolis that 
encapsulates what he called 
Brazil’s “extraordinary” rise 
as a global power in recent 
years. The White House has 
justified Obama’s five-day 
Latin American tour in large 
part for its potential dividends 
of boosting U.S. exports to 
help create American jobs, 
also considered crucial to his 
2012 re-election chances. □ 


Italy tugboat crew 
detained in Tripoli 



Italy’s Foreign minister 
Franco Frattini 


By NICOLE WINFIELD, 
Associated Press 
ROME - Italian officials said 
Sunday they would do what¬ 
ever it takes to free the crew 
of an Italian tugboat apparent¬ 
ly seized by Libyan officials 
at Tripoli’s port as U.S. and 
European airstrikes enforced 
a no-fly zone over Libya. 

The “Asso 22” tug of the Na¬ 
ples-based shipping company 
Augusta Offshore SrL has 
eight Italian, two Indian and 
one Ukrainian crew mem¬ 
bers aboard, state-run RAI 
television said. Armed men, 
including one believed to be 
the Tripoli port commander, 
detained the crew as Libyan 
workers aboard were disem¬ 
barking Saturday and pre¬ 
vented the vessel from leav¬ 
ing port, the report said. 
Defense Minister Ignazio La 
Russa said Sunday that Italy 
was prepared to evacuate the 
crew “with every possible 
means.” 

Loreign Minister Lranco Lrat- 


tini said the situation was 
fluid and confusing, but that 
he couldn’t exclude that it 
amounted to a seizure. He 
said Eni, Italy’s oil and gas 
giant which has significant 
interests in Libya, had rented 
the tug for use at oil platforms 
off the coast. 

“Now they’re taking it to the 
base of an Eni refinery,” Lrat- 
tini said. “We don’t know 
what their intentions are, but 
we obviously can’t exclude 
that we’re dealing with a sei¬ 
zure, given that it’s still a con¬ 
fused situation.” 

He said Italy had asked Tur¬ 
key, which is now represent¬ 
ing Italian interests in Libya 
following the closure of It¬ 
aly’s embassy, to intervene 
with Libyan authorities. 

Calls to Augusta Offshore 
went unanswered Sunday. 
Italy, Libya’s former colonial 
ruler, has allowed seven mili¬ 
tary bases to be used by allied 
forces enforcing the U.N.- 
mandated no-fly zone over 
Libya and on Sunday offered 
up eight aircraft to the coali¬ 
tion: four anti-radar Tornados 
and four fighter jets that could 
be deployed at any time. 

Italy has also said the NATO 
base near Naples would be the 
main coordination center for 
allied forces. 

As U.S., Trench and British 
cruise missile and air strikes 
began Saturday, Premier Sil¬ 
vio Berlusconi assured Ital¬ 
ians that Moammar Gadhafi’s 
regime didn’t have the capac¬ 
ity to strike Italian territory. 
Nevertheless, the mayor of the 
tiny island of Lampedusa.Q 
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Gadhafi’s latAm allies 
criticize military strikes 



Moammar Gadhafi, Hugo 
Chavez, Fidel Castro, 
Daniel Ortega 
By IAN JAMES, 

Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela - 
Venezuelan President Hugo 
Chavez condemned military 
strikes against Libya on 
Saturday, accusing the United 
States and its European allies 
of attacking the country to 
seize its oil. Chavez’s ally and 
mentor Fidel Castro raised 
similar concerns in a column 
written before the first strikes, 
while the leftist leaders of 
Bolivia and Nicaragua also 
accused world powers of 


intervening with an eye to the 
North African country’s oil. 
Chavez, who has long¬ 
standing ties to Moammar 
Gadhafi, has urged mediation 
and called it “disgusting” that 
the U.S., France and other 
countries are taking military 
action. 

“More death, more war. 
They are the masters of 
war,” Chavez said. “What 
irresponsibility. And behind 
that is the hand of the United 
States and its European 
allies.” 

“They want to seize Eibya’s 
oil. The lives of Eibya’s 
people don’t matter to them 
at all,” Chavez said. “It is 
deplorable that once again 
the warmongering policy 
of the Yankee empire and 
its allies is being imposed, 
and it is deplorable that the 
United Nations lends itself 
to supporting war, infringing 
on its fundamental principles 
instead of urgently forming a 
commission to go to Libya.” 
Operating under authorization 
of the U.N. Security Council, 
French fighter jets fired 
the first shots at Gadhafi’s 
troops Saturday, and U.S. and 
British warships launched a 
missile attack on Libya’s air 
defenses. □ 


Britain hails ‘Very successful’ Libya attacks 



British Royal Air Force Tornado aircraft 


by Alice Ritchie AP 
LONDON - Britain said on 
Sunday its air and sea strikes 
on Libya had been “very suc¬ 
cessful” and stressed it was 
doing everything it could to 
avoid civilian casualties as it 
enforces a UN-sanctioned no- 
fly zone. 

British fighter planes and a 
submarine joined US and 
French military in attacking 
Libya overnight, after they 
agreed with Arab allies at cri¬ 
sis talks in Paris to take action 
to stop Moamer Kadhafi’s of¬ 
fensive on rebels. 

Defence Secretary Liam Fox 
told the BBC that early re¬ 
ports suggested the bombing 
raids were “very successful”. 
Air Vice Marshal Phil Os¬ 
born, the second in command 
of the Royal Air Force, add¬ 
ed in a briefing to reporters 
in London: “We’re entirely 
comfortable with the way the 
operations went last night in 
terms of success.” 

A Libyan official told AFP 
that at least 48 people had 
died in the assaults, which 
began with a strike at 1645 
GMT Saturday by a French 
warplane on a vehicle the 
French military said belonged 
to pro-Kadhafi forces. 

But British ministers and of¬ 
ficials said they were only 
hitting military targets need¬ 
ed to bring down Libya’s air 


defence network and enforce 
the no-fly zone agreed by 
the United Nations Security 
Council. 

Fox said the Libyan regime 
was “engaged in a propaganda 
exercise”, saying: “We are us¬ 
ing some very specific types 
of weaponry designed to mi¬ 
nimise any civilian casualties 
or other collateral damage.” 
“The risk of collateral damage 
is at the forefront every time 
we do a plan,” added Osborn, 
saying that Britain had at¬ 
tacked “key military targets”, 
mostly around Tripoli. 

In Britain’s first air strikes in 
the campaign, Tornados hit 
Libya on Saturday with Storm 
Shadow cruise missiles. 

The planes flew 3,000 miles 
from their base in eastern 
England and back again in 
what officials said was the 
longest-range bombing mis¬ 
sion for the Royal Air Force 
since the Falklands war with 


Argentina in 1982. 

They were refuelled four 
times mid-air during the eight- 
hour round trip. 

A British Trafalgar-class sub¬ 
marine meanwhile joined 
in an attack with American 
forces from the Mediterranean 
that saw more than 110 Toma¬ 
hawk missiles fired at some 20 
air defence targets, a top US 
military officer said. 

The international community 
moved to put a halt to the ad¬ 
vance of Kadhafi’s forces on 
rebels, who have been trying 
to overthrow him for more 
than a month. 

Acutely aware of the contro¬ 
versies in Britain’s involve¬ 
ment in the 2003 invasion of 
Iraq, Prime Minister David 
Cameron has gone to great 
lengths to defend the interven¬ 
tion, which is the first time 
he has sent troops into action 
since becoming premier. □ 
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Is nuclear power 
worth the risk? 



By BOB HERBERT 
© 2011 New York Times 
Catastrophes happen. 

No one thought the Interstate 
35W bridge across the Mis¬ 
sissippi River in Minneapo¬ 
lis would collapse. No one 
thought the Gulf of Mexico 
would be fouled to the hor¬ 
rible extent that it was by the 
BP oil spill. The awful con¬ 
vergence of disasters in Japan 
- a 9.0 earthquake followed 
by a tsunami and a devastat¬ 
ing nuclear power emergency 
seemed almost unimagi¬ 
nable. Worst-case scenarios 
unfold more frequently than 
we’d like to believe, which 
leads to two major questions 
regarding nuclear power that 
Americans have an obligation 
to answer. First, can a disaster 
comparable to the one in Ja¬ 
pan happen here? The answer, 
of course, is yes - whether 
caused by an earthquake or 
some other event or series of 
events. Nature is unpredict¬ 
able and human beings are 
fallible. It could happen. 

So the second question is 
whether it makes sense to fol¬ 
low through on plans to in¬ 
crease our reliance on nuclear 
power, thus heightening the 
risk of a terrible problem oc¬ 
curring here in the United 
States. Is that a risk worth 
taking? Concern over global 
warming has increased the ap¬ 
peal of nuclear power, which 
does not produce the high 
levels of greenhouse gases 
that come from fossil fuels. 
But there has been a persistent 
tendency to ignore the tough¬ 
est questions posed by nuclear 
power: What should be done 
with the waste? What are the 
consequences of a catastroph¬ 
ic accident in a populated 


area? How safe are the plants, 
really? Why would taxpayers 
have to shoulder so much of 
the financial risk of expand¬ 
ing the nation’s nuclear power 
capacity, an effort that would 
be wildly expensive? 

A big part of the problem at 
Japan’s Fukushima Daiichi 
power station are the highly 
radioactive spent fuel rods 
kept in storage pools at the 
plant. What to do, ultimately, 
with such dangerous waste 
material is the nuclear power 
question without an answer. 
Nuclear advocates and pub¬ 
lic officials don’t talk about it 
much. Denial is the default po¬ 
sition when it comes to nucle¬ 
ar waste. In New York, Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo said again 
this week that the 40-year-old 
Indian Point nuclear power 
plant in Westchester County, 
35 miles north of New York 
City, should be closed. Try 
to imagine the difficulty, in 
the event of an emergency, of 
evacuating such an area with 
its millions of residents. “This 
plant in this proximity to New 
York City was never a good 
risk,” said the governor. 

There are, blessedly, very few 
catastrophic accidents at nu¬ 
clear power plants. And there 
have not been many deaths as¬ 
sociated with them. The rarity 
of such accidents provides a 
comfort zone. We can look at 
the low probabilities and de¬ 
clare, “It can’t happen here.” 
But what if it did happen 
here? What would the conse¬ 
quences be? If Indian Point 
blew, how wide an area and 
how many people would be 
affected, and what would the 
cleanup costs be? Rigorously 
answering such questions is 
the only way to determine 
whether the potential risk to 
life and property is worth¬ 
while. The 104 commercial 
nuclear plants in the U.S. are 
getting old, and many have 
had serious problems over the 
years. There have been doz¬ 
ens of instances since 1979, 
the year of the Three Mile Is¬ 
land accident, in which nucle¬ 
ar reactors have had to be shut 
down for more than a year for 
safety reasons.Q 


Japanese could teach a thing or two 



By NICHOLAS D. KRISTOF 
© 2011 New York Times 

When America is under stress, 
as is happening right now with 
debates about where to pare 
the budget, we sometimes 
trample the least powerful and 
most vulnerable among us. 

So maybe we can learn some¬ 
thing from Japan, where the 
earthquake, tsunami and ra¬ 
diation leaks haven’t caused 
society to come apart at the 
seams but to be knit together 
more tightly than ever. The 
selflessness, stoicism and dis¬ 
cipline in Japan these days are 
epitomized by those workers 
at the Fukushima Daiichi nu¬ 
clear plant, uncomplainingly 
and anonymously risking 
dangerous doses of radiation 
as they struggle to prevent 
a complete meltdown that 
would endanger their fellow 
citizens. The most famous 
statue in Japan is arguably 
one of a dog, Hachiko, who 
exemplified loyalty, persever¬ 
ance and duty. Hachiko met 
his owner at the train station 
when he returned from work 
each day, but the owner died 
at work one day in 1925 and 
never returned. Until he died 
about 10 years later, Hachiko 
faithfully went to the station 
each afternoon just in case his 
master returned. 

I hope that some day Japan 
will erect another symbol 
of loyalty and dedication to 
duty: a statue of those nuclear 
plant workers. 

I lived in Japan for five years 
as the Tokyo bureau chief for 
The New York Times, and 
I was sometimes perceived 
as hostile to the country be¬ 
cause I was often critical of 
the Japanese government’s 
incompetence and duplicity. 
But the truth is that I came to 


cherish Japan’s civility and 
selflessness. There’s a kind of 
national honor code, exempli¬ 
fied by the way even cheap 
restaurants will lend you an 
umbrella if you’re caught in 
a downpour; you’re simply 
expected to return it in a day 
or two. If you lose your wal¬ 
let in the subway, you expect 
to get it back. The earthquake 
has put that dichotomy on 
display. The Japanese govern¬ 
ment has been hapless. And 
the Japanese people have been 
magnificent, enduring impos¬ 
sible hardships with dignity 
and grace. As I recalled re¬ 
cently on my blog, I covered 
the 1995 Kobe earthquake that 
killed more than 6,000 people, 
and I looked everywhere for 
an example of people loot¬ 
ing merchandise from one 
of the many shops with shat¬ 
tered windows. I did find a 
homeowner who was miss¬ 
ing two bicycles, but as I did 
more reporting, it seemed as 
if they might have been taken 
for rescue efforts. Finally, I 
came across a minimart own¬ 
er who had seen three young 
men grab food from his shop 
and run away. I asked the shop 
owner if he was surprised that 


his fellow Japanese would 
stoop so low. “No, you misun¬ 
derstand,” the shop owner told 
me. “These looters weren’t 
Japanese. They were foreign¬ 
ers.” Granted, Japan’s ethic of 
uncomplaining perseverance 
- gaman, in Japanese - may 
also explain why the country 
settles for third-rate leaders. 
Moreover, Japan’s tight-knit 
social fabric can lead to dis¬ 
crimination against those 
who don’t fit in. Bullying is 
a problem from elementary 
school to the corporate suite. 
Ethnic Koreans and an un¬ 
derclass known as burakumin 
are stigmatized. Indeed, after 
the terrible 1923 earthquake, 
Japanese rampaged against 
ethnic Koreans (who were ac¬ 
cused of setting fires or even 
somehow causing the quake) 
and slaughtered an estimated 
6,000 of them. So Japan’s 
communitarianism has its 
downside, but we Americans 
could usefully move a step or 
two in that direction. Gaps be¬ 
tween rich and poor are more 
modest in Japan, and Japan’s 
corporate tycoons would be 
embarrassed by the flamboy¬ 
ant pay packages that are com¬ 
mon in America. □ 
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Bristol sweep again: Busch takes NASCAB points’ lead 

Kyle Busch smiles after winning the NASCAR Sprint Cup Series auto race at Bristol Motor Speedway in Bristol, 
Tenn., Sunday, March 20, 2011. Associated Press 
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Woodland 

wins 

Transitions 

Championship 



Gary Woodland celebrates with 
his trophy after winning the 
Transitions Championship golf 
tournament Sunday, March 20, 
2011, in Palm Harbor, Fla. 

Associated Press 

DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 

PALM HARBOR, Florida 
(AP) — Gary Woodland made 
only one par on the back nine 
Sunday at the Transitions 
Championship, and it gave 
him his first PGA Tour victory 
and a trip to the Masters. 
Woodland surged into the lead 
with three straight birdies, and 
fell out of it with back-to-back 
bogeys. Tied for the lead on 
the final hole at Innisbrook, 
the big-hitter from Kansas 
holed a 10-foot par putt to fin¬ 
ish off a 4-under 67. 

That proved to be the differ¬ 
ence moments later when 
Webb Simpson also went long 
on the 18th and his chip down 
the slope went 20 feet by the 
hole. 

Continued on page 2 



Djokovic wins BNP Paribas Open , 18-0 fomke season 


Novak Djokovic, of Serbia, reacts 
after defeating Rafael Nadal, of 
Spain, in the men’s final of the BNP 
Paribas Open tennis tournament, 
Sunday, March 20, 2011, in Indian 
Wells, Calif. Associated Press 
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Karrie Webb wins LPGA 
Founders Cup 


JOHN NICHOLSON, 

AP Sports Writer 
PHOENIX (AP) — Karrie 
Webb rallied to win the LPGA 
Founders Cup on Sunday for 
her second straight victory, 
shooting a 6-under 66 to beat 
Brittany Lincicome and Paula 
Creamer by a stroke. 
Lincicome had a chance to 
pull even with Webb on the fi¬ 
nal hole, but missed a 10-foot 
par putt. 

The 36-year-old Webb, who 
finished at 12-under 204, 
earned $200,000 for the Chris¬ 
topher & Dana Reeve Founda¬ 
tion and the Japan earthquake 
relief efforts in the charity 
event at Wildfire Golf Club. 
Instead of paying the players, 
the tournament honoring the 
13 LPGA Tour founders do¬ 
nated $1 million to charity — 
half to The LPGA Foundation 
and its LPGA-USGA Girls 
Golf program and half to the 
top-10 finishers’ designated 
charities. 

Webb has 38 LPGA Tour vic¬ 
tories, including a win three 


weeks ago in Singapore. 

After opening with a 71, Webb 
shot a 67 on Saturday, leaving 
her six strokes behind second- 
round leader Angela Stanford. 
Stanford, who was at 12 under 
after opening with consecutive 
66s, had three three-putt bo¬ 
geys in a 75 Sunday that left 
her fifth at 9 under. 

Webb tied Lincicome at 11 
under with a 5-foot birdie putt 
on the par-3 14th and took the 
lead with a tap-in birdie on the 
par-5 15th. 

Lincicome then matched the 
Australian Hall of Famer at 12 
under with a short birdie putt 
of her own on 15. 

Webb made a 3-foot putt for 
par on the par-4 18th after 
leaving her approach shot in 
the fringe in front of the green. 
Lincicome also ended up in 
the fringe short of the final 
green, but ran her chip 10 feet 
past the hole and missed the 
putt for her second bogey of 
the week. 

Lincicome shot a 70, while 
Creamer had a 66. □ 



Karrie Webb waves to the crowd after finishing the LPGA Founders Cup golf tournament 
Sunday, March 20, 2011, in Phoenix. Behind her is Seon Hwa Lee. Webb won the tournament. 

Associated Press 
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Continued from page B1 

Simpson missed the putt to 
shoot 69 and finished one shot 
behind. 

Woodland, who played col¬ 
lege basketball at Washburn 
until decided to transfer to 
Kansas to play golf, became 
the first player to earn his in- 

Webb Simpson tees off on 
the second hole during the fi¬ 
nal round of the Transitions 
Championship golf tourna¬ 
ment Sunday, March 20, 2011, 
in Palm Harbor, Fla. 

Associated Press 

augural PGA Tour title at Inn- 
isbrook.lt couldn’t have come 
at a better time. 

The win gives Woodland an 
invitation to Augusta Nation¬ 
al, where is awesome power 
and soft putting touch could 
make for an interesting mar¬ 
riage at the Masters. A late- 
bloomer, Woodland missed 
the second half of his rookie 
season two years ago with 
shoulder surgery, but began 
to show his potential when 
he lost in a playoff at the Bob 


Hope Classic. 

Woodland finished at 15-un¬ 
der 269 and earned $990,000, 
moving up to No. 3 in the Fe¬ 
dEx Cup standings. 

“One thing that helped me 
was putting, and today it 
saved me,” said Woodland, 
who took only 10 putts on the 
back nine and 23 for the final 
round. “Luckily, it won me a 
golf tournament.” 

Scott Stallings, a PGA Tour 
rookie who missed every cut 
on the West Coast Swing to 
fall to the bottom of the sta¬ 
tus ladder, kept his poise 
and stayed in the game until 
the 16th, the toughest driv¬ 
ing hole on the Copperhead 
course with trees to the left 
and water to the right. Stall¬ 
ings went right into the lake 
and made double bogey. 

Even so, he shot a 70 and fin¬ 
ished alone in third, which 
gets him in the Houston Open 
in two weeks. 

Brandt Snedeker finished 
alone in fourth. 

Justin Rose, a two-time win¬ 
ner last year who started the 
final round with a one-shot 
lead, was tied for the lead 


until making four straight bo¬ 
geys through the 10th hole 
to fall out of contention. He 
wound up five shots behind. 
Nick Watney, coming off a 
World Golf Championship ti¬ 
tle at Doral last week, played 
with Woodland and fell out of 
the mix quickly by failing to 
make putts. 

Watney didn’t make a birdie 
and closed with a 72 and tied 
for 13 th, the first time Watney 
has been out of the top 10 all 
year. 

That means his two-month 
bet with caddie Chad Reyn¬ 
olds is over, and both can now 
get a hair cut. 

Martin Kaymer, the world No. 
1, closed with a 69 to tie for 
20th. Simpson, who recently 
became a father for the first 
time, took the lead with three 
birdies on the front nine and 
saved himself with some key 
putts. He missed his last four 
greens in regulation, but saved 
par from with a series of good 
chips and bunker shots. 

But on the 18th, he left him¬ 
self far above the hole, and 
the only way to stop it was to 
hit the flag. It almost did.Q 





































Will players be able to 
budget during lockout? 


By BARRY WILNER 
AP Pro Football Writer 
MARCO ISLAND, Fla. - 
Don’t buy that car. Shorten 
that vacation. Eat at home. 
Whatever they do, NFL play¬ 
ers have been warned for 
years about the need to save 
and the importance of bud¬ 
geting their money in case 
of a work stoppage. Well, the 
lockout is here. “We’ve been 
hammering the point home 
for two years that you have to 
be careful and you have to be 
prepared,” Browns lineback¬ 
er Scott Fujita said. “Guys I 
know have made concessions. 
“There are always a few guys 
you have to be concerned 
about, that you think might 
not have taken the right steps. 
It’s a part of the education 
process. Maybe you have to 
spoon-feed them on filling out 
direct deposit slips or coach¬ 
ing them on a change of life¬ 
style.” 

The lifestyle for pro football 


players, particularly the veter¬ 
ans, is a good one. Seahawks 
guard Chester Pitts, a nine- 
year veteran, calls it “very 
comfortable.” 

But Pitts notes it also needs 
to have limitations, more so 
when the players have no 
money coming in from the 
owners because of the labor 
stalemate. 

“The guys in the locker 
room call me the cheapest 
guy around,” Pitts said with 
a laugh, “but you have to be 
wise with your money. 

You can live a great life and 
still be careful and still be 
smart. “I tell guys, 'Why do 
you need that $250,000 car? 
A Mercedes is a great car and 
it’s $85,000. You can afford 
that on your salary, and what’s 
that ($250,000) car going to 
do for you?’ “ 

Willie Colon didn’t need that 
advice; he already had decid¬ 
ed to stay out of the automo¬ 
tive market this offseason. 


The Steelers tackle, who 
missed the 2010 season with 
a tom right Achilles’ tendon, 
had thoughts of purchasing a 
new car for himself and one 
for his brother. 

Won’t happen. 

“I wanted to buy a car for my 
brother because his car is beat 
up,” said Colon, who earned 
$2,198 million last year. “But 
I told him this is not the year to 
make a lot of moves, especial¬ 
ly with me being a (restricted) 
free agent and the lockout.” 
Colon, who is single, also said 
he is eating out less and being 
responsible with his money, 
something he admits wasn’t 
always the case. 

“When I was coming into 
the league as a rookie and I 
was able to get a signing bo¬ 
nus, I was somewhat dumb 
in spending it,” he said. “You 
know, you are a kid right out 
of Hofstra and you come into 
some money. But now, my 
adviser will always be in my 


Rangers score 4 In 3rd 
period to top Pens 5-2 


PITTSBURGH - Marian 
Gaborik and Ryan Callahan 
scored power play goals 11 
seconds apart as part of a 
four-goal third period and the 
New York Rangers extend¬ 
ed their winning streak to a 
season-high four games with 
a 5-2 win over the Pittsburgh 
Penguins on Sunday. 

New York took advantage 
when Pittsburgh’s Matt Cooke 
took a 5-minute elbowing 
penalty 4:36 into the third. 
After Chris Kunitz scored a 
short-handed goal for Pitts¬ 
burgh, Penguins defenseman 
Matt Niskanen was given a 
high-sticking double-minor 
three minutes later. 

Gaborik then slammed home 
a rebound of a Brandon Du- 
binsky shot to tie the game at 
2 with eight seconds remain¬ 
ing in the 5-on-3. 

Cooke’s penalty just ended 
when Callahan scored the 


game-winner, his 23rd goal, 
from a bad angle on the goal 
line. 

New York’s Henrik Lundqvist 
made 38 saves in his 17th 
consecutive start despite be¬ 
ing questionable with a stiff 
neck. 

Derek Stepan scored with 
1:15 left and Dubinsky added 
an empty-net goal to close out 
the scoring. Artem Anisimov 
scored for the Rangers in the 
first period. 

Rangers All-Star defenseman 
Marc Staal sat out the game 
with an undisclosed injury. 
Jordan Staal also scored for 
Pittsburgh, which came in 
having won four of five and 
missed a chance to move 
within four points of Philadel¬ 
phia in the race for the Eastern 
Conference’s best record. 
Cooke has been suspended 
three times over the past three 
seasons for illegal hits. He 


also delivered a hit on Bos¬ 
ton’s Marc Savard in March 
2010 that resulted in a severe 
concussion and prompted 
the NHL to adopt a new rule 
that bans blindside hits to the 
head. 

Cooke appeared to stick out 
his elbow to strike Ryan Mc- 
Donagh near center ice early 
in the third period. 

The Penguins killed almost 
all of the power-play time and 
then the crowd — the 202nd 
consecutive home sellout — 
roared with Kunitz’s unassist¬ 
ed goal with 13:34 left. 

But Niskanen drew blood on 
a high stick of Callahan three 
minutes later, giving New 
York more than two minutes 
of 5-on-3. It took the Rangers 
1:52 before Gaborik scored 
his 22nd to tie the score at 2. 
Cooke’s penalty had been 
over for only three seconds 
when Callahan scored. □ 
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In this file photo taken Feb. 1, 2010, then Houston Texans guard 
Chester Pitts makes a point to members of the House Judiciary 
Committee during a forum in Houston. Football labor negotia¬ 
tions with the NFL involving a federal mediator broke off March 
11, 2011, without an agreement. Associated Press 


ear. They educate you on how 
much is important to spend 
and what is important not to 
spend it on. 

“If you are wining and din¬ 
ing every night, try and cut 
back, go to the grocery store 
and then stay home and cook. 
Your lifestyle doesn’t have to 
take a complete 180, but you 
need to be concerned because 
you never know when this 
lockout will end.” 

Panthers receiver Steve Smith 
sees the lockout as an oppor¬ 
tunity for the players to learn 
fiscal responsibility, regard¬ 
less of how much they make. 
“It’s not about, ‘Well, I’m 
locked out, so now I need to 
save,”’ said Smith, who is 
scheduled to make about $7 
million in 2010. “It’s really 
giving guys an opportunity to 
evaluate themselves and say, 
6 You’re supposed to save any¬ 


way.’ It’s just an added incen¬ 
tive to make guys look at their 
financial habits and correct 
them and change them. I start¬ 
ed doing that two years ago.” 
Fujita and Pitts are extremely 
involved in the NFLPA, which 
is holding its meetings here; 
Fujita as an executive board 
member and Pitts as a player 
rep. But there are hundreds 
who don’t have such active 
roles. That rank-and-file is 
the segment the association’s 
leaders must reach about their 
finances. 

Patriots tackle Matt Light 
is certain they have been 
reached. He cites not only the 
togetherness of the players in 
New England, but of all his 
peers in dealing with falling 
on difficult financial times. 

“I would be shocked if that 
happens to any of our guys,” 
Light said.Q 
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Kyle Busch uses a broom as he celebrates winning the NASCAR 
Sprint Cup Series auto race at Bristol Motor Speedway in Bristol, 
Tenn., Sunday, March 20, 2011. Busch won the Nationwide Series 
race Saturday, and has won the last five NASCAR races at Bristol. 

Associated Press 


Lowry’s triple-double 
carries Rockets past Jazz 

By CHRIS DUNCAN 
AP Sports Writer 

HOUSTON - Kyle Lowry was looking forward to a good 
night’s sleep after the best game of his career and a draining 
week for the Houston Rockets. 

Lowry had 28 points, 11 rebounds and 10 assists for Houston’s 
first triple-double of the season, and the first of his career, and 
the Rockets moved past Utah in the Western Conference stand¬ 
ings with a 110-108 victory over the Jazz on Sunday night. 
Lowry set a career high in rebounds, and helped the Rockets 
inch closer to playoff contention in the Western Conference. 
Houston is now ninth in the Western Conference, a half-game 
ahead of the Jazz and Phoenix and 1 1/2 games behind Mem¬ 
phis for the eighth and final playoff spot in the West. 

“The intensity of that game was very competitive,” Lowry said. 
“No one wanted to give in.” 

Houston has won four home games in the last seven days, and 
Rockets coach Rick Adelman is giving his team an off day on 
Monday. 

“I can’t wait,” Lowry said. “I might sleep til 9:30 a.m. Every 
game has been tough for us — playing, practicing, playing, 
practicing. It gets to you after a little while, but it’s been a good 
stretch for us.” 

Kevin Martin went 18 for 18 from the free throw line and scored 
34 points, and rookie Patrick Patterson had 14 points and a ca¬ 
reer-high 13 rebounds for the Rockets. 

Chase Budinger left in the second quarter with a sprained left 
ankle, and was wearing a walking boot after the game. Adelman 
said that could mean more playing time for Courtney Lee. 

Paul Millsap, back after missing five games with left knee ten¬ 
dinitis, scored 35 points, and A1 Jefferson had 17 points and 19 
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Kyle Busch sweeps Bristol 


By JENNA FRYER 
AP Auto Racing Writer 
BRISTOL, Tenn. - The situ¬ 
ation was perfect for Carl Ed¬ 
wards to issue some payback 
on Kyle Busch. 

Instead, Edwards passed on a 
chance to knock Busch out of 
the lead over the closing laps 
at Bristol Motor Speedway. 

As Busch pulled away for 
Sunday’s win — his fifth- 
straight dating back to last Au¬ 
gust at the Tennessee track — 
Edwards regretted not racing 
harder to potentially steal the 
victory. The two have a his¬ 
tory at Bristol, and Edwards is 
still smarting from contact last 
month at Phoenix that he be¬ 
lieved wrecked a car capable 
of winning the race. 

“I told him after Phoenix that 
I still owe him one, but I’ll 
save it up,” Edwards said. “I 
thought I’d be able to race 
with him harder for those last 
15 to 20 laps, but he took off 
and I just couldn’t get back to 
him to race. If I would have 
known that was the only shot 


I was going to have, I might 
have raced a little harder.” 
That Edwards considered re¬ 
venge was a surprise to Busch, 
who seemed mystified that 
Edwards could be holding any 
sort of grudge against him. 

“I have no idea what I’m 
owed from, you’d have to ask 
Carl,” Busch said, later adding 
when asked specifically about 
Phoenix, “Carl says what Carl 
says. I don’t know. And when 
and where it comes, I do not 
know.” 

It didn’t come Sunday after 
Busch beat Edwards and Jim¬ 
mie Johnson off pit road fol¬ 
lowing the final pit stops. It 
gave him the lead and ability 
to hold them off over the final 
60 laps. The racing at the start 
of each restart was intense, 
but Busch consistently pulled 
away from Edwards to pre¬ 
vent any real challenge for the 
win. 

“I was trying to drive away 
from him so he wouldn’t have 
the opportunity to get to me,” 
Busch said of his strategy with 


Edwards. “When he got to me 
that one time, I’m like 'Oh, 
man. That was your shot. Nice 
try. You didn’t get it done.’ I 
just thought, man, if I could 
get away from him I wouldn’t 
have to worry about it, so con¬ 
centrate, get going.” 

He did, pulling away to com¬ 
plete a sweep of the weekend 
— he also won the second- 
tier Nationwide Series race 
on Saturday — and it was 
Busch’s fifth consecutive vic¬ 
tory at Bristol dating back to a 
three-race sweep last August. 
He’s now won five Cup races 
at Bristol, which ties him with 
older-brother Kurt in NAS- 
CAR’s top series, and has 11 
victories spanning the three 
national series. 

Busch, who drives a Toyota 
for Joe Gibbs Racing, dedi¬ 
cated the win to the manu¬ 
facturer and its employees in 
Japan still trying to recover 
from the March 11 earthquake 
and tsunami. 

Edwards settled for second 
and lamented not pushing 
Busch harder after the final 
restart with 37 laps remaining. 
Busch, Edwards and Johnson 
pulled away from the field, 
and Edwards had several op¬ 
portunities to move Busch’s 
No. 18 Toyota out of the way. 
But Edwards, in a Ford for 
Roush Fenway Racing, fig¬ 
ured he’d have plenty of 
chances closer to the finish, so 
he tried for a clean pass as he 
and Busch raced side-by-side 
for several laps. Busch even¬ 
tually pulled away, and Ed¬ 
wards never had another shot. 
“My gut told me there was 
going to be another caution,” 
Edwards said of his decision 
not to move Busch. “I figured 
we’d let it calm down and 
we’d just race. It ended up the 
fastest car at the end won the 
race. Hindsight is 20/20, but 
that’s the way it panned out.” 
Johnson, the defending race 
winner, finished third in his 
Hendrick Motorsports Chev¬ 
rolet and said he was waiting 
patiently for a dustup between 
Busch and Edwards that could 
have given him the win. 

“We were all running really 
hard, and there were a couple 
moments where I thought I 
might be given a big gift,” 
Johnson said. □ 



Houston Rockets’ Chase Budinger holds his ankle and grimac¬ 
es during the first half of an NBA basketball game against the 
Utah Jazz on Sunday, March 20, 2011, in Houston. Budinger was 
helped off the court. 

Associated Press 

rebounds for Utah. 

The Jazz have dropped seven of their last nine road games, but 
have another chance to gain ground in the West standings on 
Monday, when they face Memphis. 

Millsap and Jefferson scored seven points apiece in the third 
quarter to help the Jazz rally from an early 12-point deficit to 
trail only 77-75. 

Houston held the Jazz without a field goal for more than seven 
minutes in the fourth quarter, but Millsap’s follow of his own 
miss with 4:43 left cut the Rockets’ lead to 89-85. 

“We made a lot of mistakes, and still had a chance to win,” Jef¬ 
ferson said. “A lot of little mistakes cost us in the end.” 

The Rockets clung to the lead, and Lowry’s spinning layup with 
2:09 left made it 97-90. He was fouled on the play and con¬ 
verted the three-point play.Q 
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Djokovic beats Nadal to win BNP Paribas Open 


BETH HARRIS, 

AP Sports Writer 
INDIAN WELLS, California 
(AP) — Novak Djokovic beat 
top-ranked Rafael Nadal 4-6, 
6-3, 6-2 to win the BNP Pa¬ 
ribas Open title on Sunday, 
keeping the Serbian undefeat¬ 
ed this year. 

Djokovic improved to 18-0, 
including victories at the Aus¬ 
tralian Open and in Dubai last 
month. He will move into the 
No. 2 spot when the ATP Tour 
rankings are released Mon¬ 
day, having bumped Roger 
Federer down to third after 
beating him in the semifinals. 
Nadal will remain No. 1 with 
a 14-3 record. 

After Nadal’s forehand hit the 
net on match point, Djokovic 
threw his head back and let 
out a prolonged yell while 
pumping both arms. 

Earlier on the women’s side, 
top-ranked Caroline Woz¬ 
niacki defeated 15th-seeded 
Marion Bartoli 6-1, 2-6, 6-3 
to win the title a year after the 
Dane lost in the final. 
Djokovic became just the 
third player to beat Nadal and 
Federer in the same tourna¬ 
ment twice, having last done it 
at Montreal in 2007. Djokovic 
lost to Nadal in the final here 
that year, then won in 2008. 
Nadal had beaten Djokovic in 
all five of their previous finals 
meetings, and he broke him 
twice to win the first set. 
Djokovic broke to lead 5-3 in 
the second set, then survived a 
five-deuce game on his serve 
to take the set, winning when 
Nadal’s backhand went wide. 
He broke an error-prone 
Nadal twice in the first three 
games of the third set to take 
a 4-0 lead. Djokovic then 
served out the match at 40- 


love to keep Nadal without a 
title since October. 

Wozniacki won her WTA 
Tour-leading 19th match of 
the year and her second title. 
She was also appearing in the 
final for her third consecutive 
tournament. 

Wozniacki won on her second 
match point when Bartoli’s 
backhand sailed beyond the 
baseline. Bartoli was playing 
in her first final since 2009, 
and she fell to 2-6 in matches 
against the No. 1 player. 

The victory allowed Wozni¬ 
acki to improve her results 


“If every single match I could 
play like that throughout 
the years, I would be pretty 
happy,” Bartoli said. “Even 
though I came up a bit short 
at the end and she was better 
than me, I think it was really a 
great fight.” 

Wozniacki rolled through 
the first set, breaking Bartoli 
three times with well-placed 
shots that jerked her from 
side to side and up and back. 
Bartoli was breathing heavily 
throughout the match. 

“I can keep playing out there 
for hours and hours,” Woz- 



Caroline Wozniacki, of Denmark, serves to Marion Bartoli, of 
France, during the women’s final at the BNP Paribas Open tennis 
tournament in Indian Wells, Calif., Sunday, March 20, 2011. 

Associated Press 


for the fifth straight year at 
Indian Wells. She lost in the 
first round in her 2007 de¬ 
but, reached the fourth round 
in 2008, the quarterfinals in 
2009 and was runner-up to 
Jelena Janlcovic a year ago. 
She earned $700,000, and was 
already assured of remaining 
No. 1 through the upcoming 
two-week tournament in Mi¬ 
ami. Bartoli, of France, is pro¬ 
jected to be No. 10 when the 
rankings are released Mon¬ 
day, her first time back in the 
Top 10 since June 2008. 


niacki said. “It’s definitely a 
good sign for me when I can 
see the opponent getting a 
little bit more tired. We had 
a lot of long rallies, but I felt 
like I recovered maybe a little 
bit faster than she did. That’s 
a good feeling to have on my 
side.” 

Bartoli earned the only two 
breaks of the second set, when 
Wozniacki seemed content to 
stay back and rally instead of 
trying to go for as many win¬ 
ners as she did in the opening 
set.Q 



Novak Djokovic, of Serbia, sits next to his trophy after defeating 
Rafael Nadal, of Spain, 4-6, 6-3, 6-2, in the men’s final at the BNP 
Paribas Open tennis tournament in Indian Wells, Calif., Sunday, 
March 20, 2011. 

Associated Press 
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Ex-Hadicurari BBQ & Grill with the same owner’s. 
We do our own daily fishing so we serve the freshest 
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Very reasonable price, exciting menu and 

NO SERVICE CHARGE 

Dinner from 5:30 - 10:00 
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We are located close to the High-rise 
hotel’s at walking distance . 
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India to face Australia after beating West Indies 



India players celebrate with bowler Ravichandran Ashwin, center facing camera, after he took the 
wicket of West Indies’ batsman Kirk Edwards after a player review, during the Cricket World Cup 
Group B match between India and West Indies, in Chennai, India, Sunday, March 20, 2011. 

Associated Press 


CAROLINE CHEESE 
AP Sports Writer 
India set up a mouthwater¬ 
ing World Cup quarterfinal 
against defending champion 
Australia after beating West 
Indies by 80 runs in the last 
group match on Sunday. 

India claimed second place 
in Group B and will host 
Ricky Ponting’s Australians 
at Ahmedabad, while West 
Indies finished fourth and will 
face Group A winner Pakistan 
in Dhaka on Wednesday. 
“Australia are a very good 
side, they play tough cricket, 
they’re quite expressive on 
the field,” India captain Ma- 
hendra Singh Dhoni said. 
“But it’s not about which op¬ 
ponent you’re playing, it’s all 
about how you’re preparing 
and what you really want to 
achieve. We’ll give it our best 
shot.” In the other quarterfi¬ 
nals, Group B leader South 
Africa is against New Zealand 
at Dhaka on Friday and Sri 
Lanka hosts England on Sat¬ 
urday at Colombo. 

The home crowd in Chennai 
was almost silent as West In¬ 
dies reached 154-2 chasing 
269 against India, but once 
Zaheer Khan bowled Devon 
Smith for 81, the visitors 
crumbled, losing eight wick¬ 
ets for 34 runs. 


In Sunday’s other match, 
Zimbabwe defeated Kenya by 
161 runs in a game between 
two eliminated teams. 

The speed of West Indies’ de¬ 
mise made India’s win look 
more convincing than it was. 
In reality, there were tense 
moments for the home fans 
as their side struggled to get 
on top of a West Indies lineup 
missing Chris Gayle, Kemar 
Roach and Shivnarine Chan- 
derpaul. 


“The game really changed 
once Zaheer gave us that 
breakthrough that was really 
needed,” Dhoni said. “Before 
that Devon was batting really 
well, we gave him opportuni¬ 
ties to score and he really cap¬ 
italized on that. But once we 
got his wicket, we were able 
to put pressure on the other 
batsmen.” 

Yuvraj Singh’s maiden World 
Cup century and a 59 from 
Virat Kohli gave India a solid 


foundation at 173-2, but the 
lower order collapsed in simi¬ 
lar fashion as it did in the loss 
to South Africa and India was 
all out for 268. 

The last seven wickets fell for 
the addition of 50 runs. Four 
of those fell in the batting 
powerplay as India failed to 
bat out 50 overs for the third 
time in the tournament. 

West Indies proved even more 
vulnerable with the bat, and 
inspired spells by Zaheer and 


Harbhajan Singh sent wickets 
tumbling. 

“We have to tighten up and 
tighten up very quickly,” West 
Indies captain Darren Sammy 
said. “We’re going to be fac¬ 
ing Pakistan, so we have to 
bring our A-game. 

“We lost eight wickets for 30- 
odd runs so that’s a concern. 
We’re in the knockout stage 
and anything could happen, 
but we have to pick up.” 
Yuvraj, despite suffering from 
stomach cramps, added bowl¬ 
ing figures 2-18 to his calm 
innings of 113. Ravichandran 
Ashwin, finally included in 
the team following a clamor 
in the local media, took 2-41 
in 10 overs on his World Cup 
debut. 

Sachin Tendulkar is still seek¬ 
ing his 100th international 
century. He was out for 2 in 
the first over after feathering a 
catch to wicketkeeper Devon 
Thomas to set Ravi Rampaul 
on his way to figures of 5-51 
on his World Cup debut. 

A day after Australia captain 
Ricky Ponting refused to walk 
despite clearly edging behind, 
Tendulkar didn’t even wait to 
see the umpire’s decision — 
the umpire originally deemed 
it not out — before making 
his way back to the dressing 
room.Q 



Lucian Bute, from Montreal, celebrates after defeating Brian 
Magee, from Ireland, with a 10th round TKO in their IBF Super 
Middelweight Title fight on Saturday, March 19, 2011 in Mon¬ 
treal. 

Associated Press 


MONTREAL Hometown 
favorite Lucian Bute stopped 
Brian Magee with an uppercut 
to the chin at 2:04 of the 10th 
round Saturday night to retain 
his IBF super-middleweight 
title. 


It was the third time that Bute 
(28-0) knocked down Magee 
(34-4-1), having dropped the 
3 5-year-old Irishman in the 
sixth and seventh rounds of 
the scheduled 12-round bout 
between southpaws. 


Lucian Bute stops Brian 
Magee to keep IBF title 


The Montreal fighter defend¬ 
ed the IBF belt he won in 2007 
for the seventh time. Magee 
failed to go the distance for 
only the second time in his 
career. 

Both fighters tried to estab¬ 
lish the jab in a fight that took 
place almost entirely in the 
center of the ring. The first 
five rounds were mostly even, 
but there was a sense that the 
taller, quicker Bute had anoth¬ 
er move up his sleeve. 

It came out in the sixth when 
a quick left to the midsection 
put Magee down. The same 
thing happened in the sev¬ 
enth and then it was matter of 
time before the knockout blow 
came. 


As Magee winced and fell in 
the 10th, referee Pete Podgor- 
ski of Chicago immediately 
signaled the end of the fight 
before 12,219 fans at the Bell 
Centre. 

In the co-feature, hard-hitting 
Pier Olivier Cote of Quebec 
City stopped Michael Lozada 
of Mexico with three knock¬ 
downs in the first round to win 
his light welterweight bout. 

A crushing right to the ear at 
2:50 of the first gave Cote (15- 
0) an impressive victory over 
Lozada (37-8-1) and a second 
straight one-round win. 

“I thought he’d be more ag¬ 
gressive, but I saw he was 
backing up,” said Cote, one 
of Canada’s most promising 


young fighters along with 
middleweight David Lemieux. 
“I got him with a shot, he lost 
his legs and it was pretty much 
over from that point.” 

The victory assured Cote of a 
spot on the undercard of the 
Manny Pacquiao-Shane Mos¬ 
ley fight May 7 in Las Vegas 
against an opponent yet to be 
announced. However, Cote 
said his top priority is to fight 
for a North American title and 
would take that over a non¬ 
title bout, even in Las Vegas. 
The 26-year-old Cote was 
born in Cali, Colombia, but 
at 18 months old was adopted 
by Rejean Cote and Chris- 
tiane Pleau of Charlesbourg, 
Quebec. □ 
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Oaiomeirisis: NinteiUo 3DS could ID wision issues 


By PETER SVENSSON 
AP Technology Writer 
NEW YORK - U S. eye spe¬ 
cialists are welcoming the 
Nintendo 3DS game device, 
dismissing the manufacturer’s 
warnings that its 3-D screen 
shouldn’t be used by children 
6 or younger because it may 
harm their immature vision. 
On the contrary, the optom¬ 
etrists say, it’s a good idea to 
get your kids to try the 3-D 
screen, especially if they’re 
younger than 6. It won’t do 
any harm, they say, and it 
could help catch vision dis¬ 
orders that have to be caught 
early to be fixed. 

“The 3DS could be a godsend 
for identifying kids under 6 
who need vision therapy,” said 
Dr. Michael Duenas, associate 
director for health sciences 
and policy for the American 
Optometric Association. 

The new handheld game de¬ 


vice is already available in 
Japan and goes on sale in the 
U.S. on March 27 for $250. 
It has two screens like the 
DS machines it is designed 
to replace. The top screen can 
show 3-D images, without 
the need for special glasses, 
though only new games will 
be in 3-D. A pair of cameras 
on the 3DS can be used to take 
3-D pictures. 

If your kid doesn’t see the 
3-D effect on the 3DS, that’s 
a sign that he or she may have 
a vision disorder such as am¬ 
blyopia, or “lazy eye,” or sub¬ 
tler problems that can cause 
problems with reading, Due¬ 
nas said. Kids who experience 
dizziness or discomfort should 
also be checked, he said. 
Today’s 3-D viewing systems 
send different images to the 
right and left eyes, a tech¬ 
nique that creates an illusion 
of depth. But a lot of the cues 


we use to perceive depth in 
our environment are missing. 
That confuses the eyes and ac¬ 
counts for the eyestrain and 
headaches many people expe¬ 
rience watching 3-D movies. 
Because of that, optometrists 
say, these systems can help 
isolate problems that have 
to do with the way the eyes 
move, problems that aren’t 
caught by eye charts. 

These problems are much eas¬ 
ier to fix if caught before age 
6, when the visual system in 
our brains is more or less done 
developing. Only 15 percent 
of preschool children get a 
comprehensive eye exam that 
could catch these subtle prob¬ 
lems, according to the Ameri¬ 
can Optometric Association, 
the professional group for op¬ 
tometrists. More than half of 
all juvenile delinquents have 
undiagnosed and untreated vi¬ 
sion problems, according to 


studies. 

Going to see a 3-D movie or 
trying a 3-D TV can also help 
screen for problems, but op¬ 
tometrists expect the 3DS to 
be in front of kids’ eyes more. 
“This has presented my pro¬ 
fession, optometry, a wonder¬ 
ful opportunity,” said Dr. Joe 
Ellis, the president of the op¬ 
tometrists’ association. 
However, optometrists aren’t 
quite seeing eye to eye on 
this issue with another group 
of eye specialists: the oph¬ 
thalmologists, who are medi¬ 
cal doctors. (Optometrists are 
doctors of optometry but not 
medical doctors.) 

Dr. David Hunter, a pediat¬ 
ric ophthalmologist affiliated 
with the Children’s Hospital 
in Boston and the American 
Academy of Ophthalmology, 
said the idea that off-the-shelf 
3-D games or movies could 
help screen for vision prob¬ 
lems such as amblyopia is “a 
little perplexing.” 

Kids with amblyopia don’t 
have much depth percep¬ 
tion in real life, he said, so if 
they don’t see depth in a 3-D 
screen, they might not say any¬ 
thing because that wouldn’t be 
much different from what they 
see around them. 

It’s not impossible that it 
could help, but it’s “all sort of 
exploration and speculation,” 
said Hunter, who has started 


a company that’s developing 
a device for childhood screen¬ 
ing of vision disorders. 
Nintendo’s warning, issued in 
December, was vaguely word¬ 
ed. It said specialists believe 
“there is a possibility that 3-D 
images which send different 
images to the left and right 
eye could affect the develop¬ 
ment of vision in small chil¬ 
dren.” 

The Japanese company didn’t 
back the warning up with sci¬ 
entific evidence, so Duenas 
sees it as being motivated by 
liability concerns — much 
like coffee mugs carry warn¬ 
ings that beverages could 
be hot — rather than a true 
danger. Reggie Fils-Aime, 
the president of Nintendo of 
America, says the company is 
“aware of all the work that has 
been done in the field” and is¬ 
sued the warning based on that 
work. The warning, he said, is 
based on research that up until 
age 6, a child’s eye — specifi¬ 
cally the connection between 
the eye and the brain — is still 
developing. 

Nintendo, he said, wants to be 
“conservative and consistent,” 
erring on the side of safety. 
Optometrists haven’t seen 
any sign that 3-D screens can 
cause lasting damage, but 
they also acknowledge that 
not much is known about how 
3-D viewing affects us.Q 


In this Sept. 29, 2010 file photo, a visitor operates a Nintendo 3DS 
featuring 3-D imagery during a press conference by Nintendo Co. 

Associated Press 


States push harder for 
online sales tax collection 


By RACHEL METZ 
AP Technology Writer 

SAN FRANCISCO - Tax-free shopping is un¬ 
der threat for many online shoppers as states 
facing widening budget gaps increasingly pres¬ 
sure Amazon.com Inc. and other Internet re¬ 
tailers to start collecting sales taxes from their 
residents. 

Billions of dollars are at stake as a growing 
number of states look for ways to generate 
more revenue without violating a 1992 U.S. 
Supreme Court ruling that prohibits a state 
from forcing businesses to collect sales taxes 
unless the business has a physical presence, 
such as a store, in that state. 

States are trying to get around that restriction 
by passing laws that broaden the definition of a 
physical presence. Retailers are resisting being 
deputized as tax collectors. 

Until recently, the Supreme Court ruling has 
meant that Wal-Mart Stores Inc., based in Ben- 
tonville, Ark., would collect taxes from shop¬ 
pers in all states with sales taxes, whether those 
shoppers buy items on or off the Web, because 
it has stores nationwide. 

But Amazon, based in Seattle, wouldn’t collect 
taxes from Floridians because it doesn’t have a 
presence there. Although in such cases, shop¬ 
pers in Florida are supposed to pay the tax di¬ 
rectly to their state, few actually do. 

With the new laws, those living in Evanston, 
Ill., or Providence, R.I., can no longer expect to 
avoid paying taxes when shopping online even 
though Amazon and others have no traditional 


operations there. States backing these laws ar¬ 
gue that a retailer has a physical presence when 
it uses affiliates — people and businesses that 
refer customers to the retailer’s website and 
collect a commission on sales. These affiliates 
range from one-person blogs promoting the lat¬ 
est gadgets to companies that run coupon and 
deal sites. 

Illinois passed a law this month requiring In¬ 
ternet companies with affiliates in that state to 
collect taxes on sales to Illinois customers. In 
Vermont and Arkansas, similar bills scored ini¬ 
tial legislative victories in recent weeks. New 
York, North Carolina and Rhode Island have 
already adopted similar laws. 

In Colorado, a law requires online retailers to 
either collect the tax or send customers an an¬ 
nual notice letting them know how much they 
owe their state. Retailers would also have to 
report that to Colorado officials. 

Several other states including Arizona, Massa¬ 
chusetts and California are considering passing 
their own flavor of online sales tax collection 
legislation. California lawmakers had passed a 
bill in 2009, but the governor vetoed it. 

It’s not known exactly how much in uncollect¬ 
ed taxes is due to states from online sales, but 
a 2009 study from the University of Tennes¬ 
see estimated that it could total $10.14 billion 
this year, assuming total e-commerce sales of 
$3.49 trillion. Only a fraction of this owed tax 
would result from consumer purchases, how¬ 
ever, because most e-commerce sales are from 
one business to another.^ 
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Atlantic City casinos see 
6.2 percent visitor drop 



In a Feb. 6, 2010 file photo, Nicole Kerrys, left, and Joe Nicoba 
talk inside The Tropicana Hotel and Casino, in Atlantic City, N.J. 

Associated Press 


By WAYNE PARRY 
Associated Press 
ATLANTIC CITY, N.J. 

More than 26.6 million peo¬ 
ple visited Atlantic City ca¬ 
sinos last year, a decrease of 
6.2 percent. But a new survey 
finds spending per visitor fell 
by only half that amount, in¬ 
dicating that the people who 
have stopped coming to the 
nation’s second-largest gam¬ 
bling market are the less-prof¬ 
itable customers the casinos 
have been paying less atten¬ 
tion to in recent years. 

The stakes are high in Atlan¬ 
tic City, which is in the fifth- 
straight year of a revenue 
decline brought on by the ex¬ 
plosion of casino gambling in 
neighboring states and made 
worse by the poor economy. 
For the past five years, it has 
been trying to remake itself as 
a destination resort for higher¬ 
spending customers willing to 
stay a few days and take in 
shows, go shopping and eat at 
gourmet restaurants in addi¬ 
tion to gambling. 

A new statistical survey by 
Spectrum Gaming Group, an 
Atlantic City-area consulting 
firm, indicates that the strate¬ 
gy is working, to some extent. 
It found the casinos’ win-per- 
visitor was nearly $134 last 
year, down 3.6 percent from 
2009 and nearly 8 percent 
from 2008. 

“It’s clear that the low-end 
visitor is more likely to mi¬ 
grate to other places,” said 
Michael Pollock, Spectrum’s 


managing director. “But it also 
shows that you have the abil¬ 
ity to hold on to your high-end 
visitor if you have something 
to offer them. “You want to 
replace the convenience gam¬ 
bler with a higher-end cus¬ 
tomer,” he said. “We aren’t 
replacing them yet; we’re just 
holding on to the higher-end 
right now. You’d like to have 
both happen simultaneously.” 
Bob Copeland and his friend 
Aulis Laine, retirees from 
Canada, are the type of cus¬ 
tomers that Atlantic City has 
long catered to but might not 
be able to afford much lon¬ 
ger. They booked a tour bus 
package from London, On¬ 
tario, to Bally’s Atlantic City 
that cost them $950 for five 
days and four nights, and got 
$180 in cash back to gamble 
at the casinos. Copeland, who 
once taught woodworking and 
other courses, estimated he’ll 


spend about $200 out of his 
own pocket during his stay. 
“I’m a little fish, not a big-time 
player,” he said. “I just come 
here to have fun and visit.” 
Laine said he’s proceeding “as 
cheaply as possible” in the ca¬ 
sinos. 

“You play penny slots and you 
win 100, that’s one dollar,” he 
said. He estimated he’ll spend 
a few hundred dollars during 
his stay. 

Bob Griffin, CEO of Trump 
Entertainment Resorts, said 
the trend is noticeable at his 
company’s three Atlantic City 
casinos. 

“The gamblers that are being 
loyal to Atlantic City are play¬ 
ing more,” he said. “We’re get¬ 
ting more out of fewer play¬ 
ers. The business we’re losing 
is the convenience gambler; 
they’re just staying home. But 
the core gamblers are sticking 
with us.’Q 



AT&T to buy T-Mobile USA for $39 billion 



This photo combination shows logos for AT&T, left, and Deutsche Telekom 


PETER SVENSSON 
AP Technology Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) AT&T 
Inc. said Sunday it will buy T- 
Mobile USA from Deutsche 
Telekom AG in a cash-and- 
stock deal valued at $39 bil¬ 
lion that would make it the 
largest cellphone company in 
the U.S. 

The deal would reduce the 
number of U.S. wireless car¬ 
riers with national coverage 
from four to three, and is sure 
to face close regulatory scru¬ 
tiny. It also removes a poten¬ 
tial partner for Sprint Nextel 
Corp., the struggling No. 3 
carrier, which had been in 
talks to combine with T-Mo- 
bile USA, according to Wall 
Street Journal reports. 

AT&T is now America’s 
second-largest wireless car¬ 
rier and T-Mobile USA is the 
fourth largest. The acquisition 
would give AT&T 129 million 
subscribers, vaulting it past 
Verizon Wireless’ 102 mil¬ 
lion. The combined company 
would serve about 43 percent 
of U.S. cellphones. 

For T-Mobile USA’s 33.7 
million subscribers, the news 
doesn’t immediately change 
anything. Because of the long 
regulatory process, AT&T ex¬ 
pects the acquisition to take a 
year to close. But when and 
if it closes, T-Mobile USA 


AG. 

customers would get access to 
AT&T’s phone line-up, including 
the iPhone. 

The effect of reduced competi¬ 
tion in the cellphone industry is 
harder to fathom. Public interest 
group Public Knowledge said that 
eliminating one of the four national 
phone carriers would be “unthink¬ 
able.” 

“We know the results of arrange¬ 
ments like this — higher prices, 
fewer choices, less innovation,” 
said Public Knowledge president 
Gigi Sohn, in a statement. 

T-Mobile has relatively cheap ser¬ 
vice plans compared with AT&T, 
particularly when comparing the 
kind that don’t come with a two- 
year contract. AT&T CEO Randall 
Stephenson said one of the goals of 


Associated Press 
the acquisition would be to move T- 
Mobile customers to smart phones, 
which have higher monthly fees. 
AT&T “will look hard” at keeping 
T-Mobile’s no-contract plans, he 
said. 

AT&T’s general counsel, Wayne 
Watts, said the cellphone business 
is “an incredibly competitive mar¬ 
ket,” with five or more carriers in 
most major cities. He pointed out 
that prices have declined in the 
past decade, even as the industry 
has consolidated. In the most re¬ 
cent mega-deal, Verizon Wireless 
bought No. 5 carrier Alltel for $5.9 
billion in 2009. 

Stifel Nicolaus analyst Rebecca 
Arbogast said the deal will face a 
tough review by the Federal Com¬ 
munications Commission and the 


Justice Department. She ex¬ 
pects them to look market- 
by-market at whether the deal 
will harm competition. Even 
if regulators approve the ac¬ 
quisition, she added, they are 
likely to require AT&T to sell 
off parts of its business or T- 
Mobile’s business. Verizon 
had to sell off substantial ser¬ 
vice areas to get clearance for 
the Alltel acquisition. 

To mollify regulators, AT&T 
said in a statement Sunday that 
it would spend an additional 
$8 billion to expand ultrafast 
wireless broadband into ru¬ 
ral areas. Instead of covering 
about 80 percent of the U.S. 
population with its so-called 
Long Term Evolution, or LTE 
network, AT&T’s new goal 
would be 95 percent, it said. 
That means blanketing an 
additional area 4.5 times the 
size of Texas. The network is 
scheduled to go live in a few 
areas this summer, but the full 
build-out will take years. 

The offer would help the FCC 
and the Obama administra¬ 
tion meet their stated goals 
of bringing high-speed Inter¬ 
net access to all Americans. 
They see wireless networks 
as critical to meeting that goal 
— particularly in rural areas 
where it does not make eco¬ 
nomic sense to build landline 
networks. Q 


Volatile week underscores 
bull markets fragility 



Specialist William Bott works at his post on the floor of the New 
York Stock Exchange Thursday, March 17, 2011. 
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DAVID RANDALL 
MATTHEW CRAFT 
AP Business Writers 
NEW YORK - When it 
comes to the mood of the 
market, strategist Brian Gen- 
dreau called what happened 
on Wednesday Exhibit A. 
Stocks were already falling 
when the European Union’s 
energy chief warned of an 
impending nuclear catastro¬ 
phe in Japan. It didn’t matter 
that few investors in the U.S. 
had ever heard of Guenther 
Oettinger or that other reports 
from Japan weren’t quite as 
dire. The Dow Jones indus¬ 
trial average fell 200 points in 
the next four hours. 

“The market went up so far 
so fast, and investor surveys 
were showing a great deal of 
bullishness, the kind we of¬ 
ten associate with the peak 
of a bull market,” says Gen- 
dreau, of the Financial Net¬ 
work, a financial advisory 
firm. “Whenever you’re fully 
invested in stocks — when 
everyone’s on one side of the 
trade you’re very vulnerable 
to bad news. 

“We got some bad news.” 

The Dow Jones industrial av¬ 
erage moved by more than 
100 points four straight days 
last week. At one point it gave 
up all of its gains for the year, 
as investors digested world 
events ranging from an earth¬ 
quake and possible nuclear 
meltdown in Japan and tur¬ 
moil in Libya to more signs 
that the U.S. economy is im¬ 


proving. 

But by week’s end, the Dow 
was again up for the year by 
more than 2 percent. 

The message for investors: 
Get used to volatility like this. 
U.S. companies, for the most 
part, are in good financial 
shape. Earnings are expected 
to be strong for the first quar¬ 
ter, and they’ve never had 
more cash. But world events — 
like a nuclear disaster in Japan 
or a protest in Saudi Arabia — 
can quickly jolt investors. 

The S&P 500 index is down 
roughly 5 percent since they 
reached their recent highs in 
February, according to Stan¬ 
dard & Poor’s. That’s enough 
of a drop to qualify for what 
market technicians call a pull¬ 
back. There have been 53 
such losses of between 5 and 
10 percent since World War 
II, according to Standard & 
Poor’s. Most pullbacks have 
averaged price drops around 


7 percent, and required an 
average of two months to get 
back to even. By that measure, 
the market could recover its 
losses before summer — un¬ 
less something else happens 
to spook investors. 

Higher gas prices, concerns 
about the impact of earth¬ 
quake and tsunami on the 
world’s third largest economy 
and the possibility of a gov¬ 
ernment shutdown in the U.S. 
over a budget fight are things 
that would qualify. 

“There’s a lot of uncertainty, 
and markets hate uncertainty,” 
Gendreau says. 

Moody’s Investors Service 
warned on Friday that if oil 
prices remain around $100 
a barrel, it will imperil the 
global economic recovery. 
Carmakers, airlines and agri¬ 
cultural companies would be 
hit the hardest. Oil prices may 
soon surge if Japan weans it¬ 
self off nuclear power. □ 


UAE telecom Etiselet drops $12B lain bid 


By ADAM SCHRECK 
AP Business Writer 
DUBAI, United Arab Emirates - Emi- 
rati telecommunications company Eti- 
salat has dropped its $12 billion bid for a 
large chunk of Kuwaiti rival Zain, ending 
an effort to significantly expand its reach 
across the Middle East. 

Zain shares tumbled nearly 3 percent 
Sunday as the deal collapsed. 

Etisalat, known officially as the Emirates 
Telecommunications Corp., cited sev¬ 
eral reasons for scrapping the deal in a 
statement posted to the Abu Dhabi stock 
exchange Sunday. They included the re¬ 
sults of its due diligence process, a lack 


of unanimity among Zain board members 
and political unrest in the region. It didn’t 
elaborate. The statement was dated Sat¬ 
urday. 

“This is quite a disappointment for Eti¬ 
salat. One of the key planks of their strat¬ 
egy is to try to increase their international 
revenues,” said Matthew Reed, a Dubai- 
based analyst at Informa Telecoms & 
Media, a research firm. “If Etisalat had 
got Zain, that would have represented a 
big boost to its regional and international 
portfolio.” 

Etisalat first announced its bid to acquire 
46 percent of Zain in September. 

In November, it signed a preliminary 


agreement with a major Zain shareholder, 
the Al-Khair National Stocks and Real 
Estate Co., to begin the due diligence 
process of going through Zain’s books. It 
said at the time its offer was binding but 
subject to certain conditions. 

Al-Khair is owned by the Kharafi Group, 
a Kuwait-based family conglomerate that 
been leading the effort on Zain’s side to 
complete the deal. It holds the largest 
Zain stake outside the government. 

The Kuwait Investment Authority, the 
country’s sovereign wealth fund, owns 
24.6 percent of Zain. Zain is officially 
known as the Mobile Telecommunica¬ 
tions Co. □ 


Honda suspends May 
orderoiromU.S.dealero 


The Associated Press 
NEW YORK - Honda is suspend¬ 
ing May orders for Japan-made 
vehicles from U.S. dealers follow¬ 
ing the earthquake and tsunami in 
Japan. 

The carmaker told Honda and 
Acura dealers an e-mail Thursday 
vehicles produced in May might 
be needed to fill existing orders 
that have been delayed due to the 
disruption. Typically, dealers order 
cars six weeks in advance. 


Honda Motor Co. said Friday it 
expects to resume production in 
Japan on Wednesday. But it said 
in the e-mail that it can’t guarantee 
when production will return to full 
capacity. More than 80 percent of 
Honda and Acura vehicles sold in 
the U.S. are made in North Amer¬ 
ica. Models sold in North America 
but made in Japan are the Fit, CR- 
Z, Civic Hybrid, Insight, Acura 
TSX, Acura RL and a small num¬ 
ber ofCR-Vs.Q 


Myanmar salt prices soar amid China panic buying 


YANGON, Myanmar (AP) — Prices of 
iodized salt in Myanmar’s biggest cities 
have tripled amid a wave of panic buying 
in neighboring China, where worried 
shoppers are buying up stocks due to 
fears of fallout from Japan’s nuclear 
crisis, media reported Sunday. 

Grocers and wholesale salt merchants 
in Yangon and Mandalay say the prices 
of iodized salt have soared since Friday 
when vendors started shipping large 
quantities of salt to China, prompting 
concerns at home that supplies would 
run out, the weekly True News Journal 
reported in its Sunday edition. 

Shoppers in Beijing, Shanghai and other 
parts of China have stripped stores of 


iodized salt in the false belief that it either 
wards off radiation injuries or that the 
nation’s supply would be contaminated 
by fallout from a crippled Japanese 
nuclear power plant. 

Experts have said the first rumor is not 
true and the second is unlikely: Any 
catastrophe at the Japanese nuclear plant 
would most likely affect the immediate 
area, and wind patterns usually blow 
away from China at this time of the 
year. The rumors are part of a swirl of 
misinformation crisscrossing the region 
in the wake of Japan’s nuclear emergency 
that followed the March 11 earthquake 
and tsunami. Potassium iodide can be 
used to help protect the thyroid gland 


from radiation injury, but regular table salt 
doesn’t contain enough iodine, according 
to health experts. 

Myanmar’s privately owned True News 
Journal quoted transport companies as 
saying they were delivering thousands of 
bags of salt to Mandalay, which serves as 
a trade hub for goods to China. 

“We have never transported salt to 
Mandalay, but since yesterday my 
company alone sent 4,000 bags of salt 
— each weighing 75 pounds. We heard 
the salt will be sent to China ... due to 
panic buying to guard against radiation 
exposure,” said an official from the 
Lapyeiwun Yangon-Mandalay Transport 
Service, quoted by the weekly. □ 
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Wyclef says bullet grazed his hand in Haiti 

hospital and later released, 
Mignon said. 

Jean’s brother, Samuel, con¬ 
firmed the musician was 
shot. Neither he nor Mignon 
had additional details, and a 
spokesman for the Haitian 
National Police could not be 
reached immediately for com¬ 
ment. Jean, a native of Haiti 
who rocketed to fame as a 
member of the hip-hop trio 
The Fugees, is in his home 
country to support fellow 
musician and friend Michel 
“Sweet Micky” Martelly, one 
of two presidential candidates 
in a run-off vote taking place 
Sunday. Last week, Jean par¬ 
ticipated in a Martelly concert 
in downtown Port-au-Prince 
that sought to win over voters. 
“We are happy that Wyclef is 
okay but we continue to pray 
for him and for a peaceful and 
fair election today in Haiti,” 
the Rev. A1 Sharpton, who has 
worked with Jean on educa¬ 
tional issues and bringing aid 
to Haiti after the devastating 
January 2010 earthquake, said 
in a statement. 

The statement also quoted 
Jimmy Rosemond, who it 
said was accompanying Jean 
on his current trip to Haiti.□ 

HK film festival opens, mood hurt by Japan crisis 

By MIN LEE, AP 
Entertainment Writer 
HONG KONG - Some 
of Asia’s top filmmakers 
screened their new movies to 
kick off the 35th Hong Kong 
International Film Festival on 
Sunday, although the mood 
was subdued because of Ja¬ 
pan’s earthquake, tsunami and 
nuclear disasters. 

Japan’s crisis cast doubt on 
whether its actors and direc¬ 
tors will attend the Hong 
Kong festival. Popular Japa¬ 
nese director Shunji Iwai, a 
native of hard-hit Sendai city, 
has canceled his appearance 
at the Asian premiere of his 
first English-language movie, 

“Vampire.” It remains unclear 
whether prominent Japanese 
nominees like Koji Yakusho, 

Rinko Kikuchi and Takako 
Matsu will attend the awards 
ceremony, the Asian Film 
Awards. However, a delega¬ 
tion from the Tokyo Interna¬ 
tional Film Festival attended 
Sunday’s opening ceremony. 

Festival chairman Wilfred 



Chinese actress Gao Yuanyuan 


Wong expressed solidarity 
with Japan’s people and its 
film industry. 

“Ever since the Hong Kong 
International Film Festival 
started 35 years ago, Japanese 
film has occupied an impor¬ 
tant place at the event. Our 
Japanese friends in the film in¬ 
dustry have also supported the 
festival continuously,” Wong 
said. “At this difficult time, 
I want to deliver our sincere 
condolences and best wishes 
to the entire Japanese people, 


including our many friends in 
the film industry.” 

The Hong Kong event’s two 
opening films were “Don’t Go 
Breaking My Heart,” a roman¬ 
tic comedy directed by Hong 
Kong veteran Johnnie To and 
regular partner Wai Ka-fai, 
and “Quattro Hong Kong 2,” 
which combines four shorts 
set in this southern Chinese 
financial hub made by film¬ 
makers from Hong Kong, 
Malaysia, the Philippines and 
Thailand. □ 



Haitian-American singer Wyclef Jean 


PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti - 

Hip-hop singer Wyclef Jean 
says he was grazed by a bullet 
in the hand when he stepped 
out of his car in Haiti to make 
a phone call. 

The Haitian-American per¬ 
former tells The Associated 
Press he had just left the car 
Saturday night when he heard 
gunfire. Jean says the next 
thing he noticed, there was 
blood on his shirt and sneak¬ 
ers. He told the AP in a tele¬ 
phone interview Sunday that 
he has no idea who fired or 
whether the rounds were tar¬ 
geting him. 

He says a doctor treated him 
at a hospital and he is taking 
antibiotics. 


Neither police nor hospital of¬ 
ficials could immediately be 
reached. 

Jean says the shooting hap¬ 
pened in the capital of Port- 
au-Prince. He says a driver 
and the hip-hop singer known 
as FanFan were with him. 
Hip-hop star Wyclef Jean was 
recovering Sunday after re¬ 
ceiving a gunshot wound to 
the hand while campaigning 
for a fellow performer who is 
running for president. 

The shooting happened in the 
Delmas section of the capital, 
Port-au-Prince, after 11 p.m. 
local time Saturday said Joe 
Mignon, senior program di¬ 
rector for Jean’s Yele Foun¬ 
dation. Jean was treated at a 



RickyMartin.30Rockamong 
GIAAD media winners 


NEW YORK - Russell Sim¬ 
mons, Ricky Martin and the 
HBO drama series “True 
Blood” are among this year’s 
recipients of media awards 
from the Gay and Lesbian Al¬ 
liance Against Defamation. 
Other winners of the 22nd An¬ 
nual GLAAD Media Awards, 
presented Saturday in New 
York, include the NBC com¬ 
edy “30 Rock” and CNN’s 
“Anderson Cooper 360” for 
its series on gay teen suicides. 
Music mogul Simmons re¬ 
ceived the Excellence in Me¬ 
dia Award. 

Martin was cited for an ap¬ 
pearance on “The Oprah Win¬ 
frey Show” in which the pop 
singer discussed raising twin 
boys and his decision to come 
out as gay. Spanish-language 
networks Univision and Tele- 
mundo were also recognized. 
Scissor Sisters were named 
outstanding music artists for 
the album “Night Work.” The 
website Essence.com was sa¬ 
luted for outstanding digital 
journalism. 

Nonelectronic media winners 
include The New York Times 
columnist Frank Rich and Pe- 



Actor-singer Ricky Martin 


ter David for his Marvel com¬ 
ic book “X-Factor.” 

The GLAAD Media Awards 
recognize fair, accurate and 
inclusive representation of 
the lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender community and 
the issues that affect their 
lives in the media. 

Winners were announced in 
25 of this year’s total of 32 
media categories. The re¬ 
maining awards will be pre¬ 
sented at ceremonies to be 
held in Los Angeles and San 
Francisco in April and May, 
respectively. □ 



future at SXSW keynote 


By Gary Graff AP 
AUSTIN - Bob Geldof thinks 
that rock ‘n’ roll, which he 
called “America’s great cul¬ 
tural gift to the world,” might 
be over. And during his key¬ 
note address on Thursday 
at South By Southwest, he 
wasn’t merely talking about 
the Internet and its impact on 
the industry. 

Delivering what many at¬ 
tendees considered to be 
one of the most thoughtful 
and well delivered keynote 
speeches in the conference’s 25 years, Geldof voiced despair 
for what he feels is the disappearing sense of purpose in the 
music. “Rock ‘n’ roll needs to be against something. It can’t 
just BE,” the singer and social activist explained during his 
65-minute address. “It always needs a function in which to 
function. Of course there are great songs. There will always 
be great songs that don’t suggest anything other than being a 
great song. But where are our Ramones or our Pistols today? 
Do we need them? Yes is the answer. Will they be found? 
Maybe not.” Noting that rock’s role in popular culture was to 
inspire argument and discussion, Geldof cataloged a number 
of social and economic issues and asked, “What’s music got 
to say about it? I don’t hear it.Q 
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BOTTOM FISHINGW" 


FOR RESERVATIONS 

744-4036 or 745-4847 

Morning Tours From 8:30am until 12:30noon 
Tuesday - Thursday - Saturday 

Includes: • Lunch at sea, rum punch, refreshment’s 

and fishing gear. 


t !PER COUPLE 

AFTERNOON TOURS ^whenyoubringthisadi 

From: 2:00pm until 6:00pm ------- - ^ 

Saturday 


Includes: 


Rum punch 
Refreshment’s 
Bait and fishing gear 


SNAPPER, TIGGERFISH, GROUPER AND MORE AWAIT YOU WHILE CRUISING ALONG THE COAST OR ENJOY A 
RELAXING BOAT RIDE AND THE CARIBBEAN BREEZE ON OUR UPPER DECK. 


Prince William wows crowds 
in disaster-hit Australia 



Prince William 


by Eddie Safarik AP 

IPSWICH, Australia - Prince William wowed crowds in 
Queensland’s flood-devastated southeast on Sunday as Prime 
Minister Julia Gillard reiterated her belief that the country 
should become a republic. 

Thousands turned up to glimpse the prince as he visited the 
northern Queensland towns of Cardwell and Tully on Saturday, 
and the admirers were out on force again on Sunday. 
Queensland has been hit by a series of natural disasters this year, 
with massive floods covering an area bigger than France and 
Germany combined, which swamped the state capital Brisbane. 
The dramatic flash floods in January swept away entire homes, 
killing more than 30 people, and within days Queensland was 
facing another disaster in Cyclone Yasi, which smashed the 
state with ferocious winds and lashing rains. 

On Sunday, William visited the West Moreton Anglican Col¬ 
lege in Ipswich, where he was greeted by hundreds of squealing 
students. 

The personable prince, dressed casually in an open-necked shirt 
with his sleeves rolled up, mouthed “hello” as he stepped out of 
his car and greeted as many people as possible. 

Accompanied by Queensland premier Anna Bligh, he had 
morning tea before travelling to Grantham one of the commu¬ 
nities worst affected by the floods and then to Toowoomba for 
a country music concert. 

The prince, who marries his fiancee Kate Middleton at West¬ 
minster Abbey on April 29, was to end a busy day in Brisbane 
at a 500 dollars a head fundraiser for disaster victims. 

“He’s been putting smiles on people’s faces, he’s really been 
reaching out to people,” Ipswich mayor Paul Pisasale told re¬ 
porters. Among the onlookers was Beth Clark, who saw the 
Queen in 1954. 

“We also got married the same time as the Queen, my husband 
and I, in November 1947,” she said. 

Kate Woolf drove for 40 minutes to see the prince. 

“I’m here to see the prince because he’s gorgeous and because 
it’s probably the only time he’ll ever come to Ipswich,” she said. 
While William’s visit has been a public relations success, the 
Welsh-born Gillard believes Australia, a former British colony, 
should become a republic.□ 


Mich. Supreme Court sides with rapper Dr. Dre 


DETROIT - Detroit officials 
who were backstage at a con¬ 
cert featuring hip-hop stars Dr. 
Dre and Eminem had no right 
to privacy when they con¬ 
fronted organizers in a video¬ 
taped exchange that turned up 
in a DVD, the Michigan Su¬ 
preme Court ruled in a deci¬ 
sion released Saturday. 

The ruling dismisses a lawsuit 
against Dr. Dre, whose real 
name is Andre Young, that 
was filed by City Councilman 
Gary Brown and other Detroit 
officials after the 2000 show. 
Brown was a high-ranking 
police official at the time, and 
warned concert organizers 
that power would be turned 
off if they showed a sexually 
explicit video at the Joe Louis 
Arena. The conversation was 
taped and later used in behind- 
the-scenes tracks on a popular 
DVD highlighting the “Up 



Dr. 

in Smoke” national concert 
tour that also featured rappers 
Snoop Dogg and Ice Cube. 
Brown had argued that his 
privacy was violated by the 
video, but Dr. Dre’s lawyer 
Herschel Fink said there was 
no privacy when police were 


Dre 

doing their job. Fink said Sat¬ 
urday that the court’s decision 
was more narrow than he ex¬ 
pected, with the ruling dealing 
only with the event instead of 
broader privacy issues, but 
“as I said in an e-mail to Dre, 
‘We’ll take it.”Q 



Kate’s see trough dress. 
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Best & Solid Real Estate 


Kate’s See-Through Dress 
Fetches $125,000 at Auction 

Hartley Engel AP 

A see-through dress modeled by future princess Kate Middle- 
ton at a 2002 student fashion show sold for an eye-popping 
$ 125,000 at an auction in London Thursday. According to CNN, 
the black and gold silk mini dress went to a private buyer whose 
agent would only identify him as “Nick from Jersey.” (Jersey is 
an island in the English Channel 

located between England and Tropicana Aruba 
France.Q ReSOll & Casino 

at Eagle Beach 
Privately Owned One 
Bedroom Suites 
Full kitchen, Dining- 
Living Room Area, 
Sleeps 4 

Rental $800 or Lifetime 
Purchase $3,500 per 
week - Winter Season 
Rental $650 or Lifetime 
Purchase $2,000 per 
week-All others 
We have our 
representatives ready to 
visit you. Give us a call!!! 
Owen 748 9909 
David 592 8401 
josflak@hotmail.com 


Malmok31 

This spacious villa with pool 
consists of 4 bedrooms, 

3 bathrooms, large garage, 
living room, dining room 
and alarm system. 

Master bedroom incl. 
a spacious walk-in closet. 
Brandnew kitchen with high 
end appliances. 

Built up size 363m 2 , on 1078m 2 
of land.Tropical garden & 
covered terrace with great 
views. 


US $ 730.337,- 


Palm Beach 4-G 
Tel.: 586 4242 
www.arubahouses.com 
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Would it Kill you 

To ETAT SOMETHIMG- 

green once in 
A While ? 
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Difficulty Level ★ 3 / 21 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Tennis pro 
Chris _ 

6 Keep _ on; 

watch closely 
10 Applaud 

14 Serpent 

15 Follow orders 

16 Invisible 
emanation 

17 Chosen few 

18 Cubs or Angels 

19 _ up; support 

20 Took back, as 
one’s words 

22 Black-and-blue 
mark 

24 Article 

25 Large rock 

26 Singer Frankie 

29 _of the ball; 

pretty woman 

30 Curved bone 

31 Approaches 
33 Piano piece 
37 Merge; blend 
39 Engagement 

41 Remain 

42 Use a broom 
44 “He is _!”; 

Easter phrase 

46 Frothy drink 

47 Like the flu or 
chicken pox 

49 Wealth 
51 “Nonsense!” 

54 Flying insect 

55 Diminishes 

56 Bic tip 

60 Drill a hole 

61 “Hey! What’s 
the big _?” 

63 Magazine 
edition 

64 Border 

65 Sword fight 

66 Prison rooms 

67 Marvin and 
lacocca 

68 Long geologic 
periods 

69 Genuflected 

DOWN 

1 “Did it _ occur 
to you that...” 

2 Contemptible 

3 Heroic tale 


4 Sell directly to 
the public 

5 Capital of New 
Jersey 

6 Carved Native 
American pole 

7 In the sack 

8 Actress Arthur 

9 Emblem 

10 Juliet’s family 

11 Gruesome 

12 “_by any 
other name...” 

13 _ folding; 
origami 

21 Religious belief 

23 Reign 

25 Outdoes 

26 Weapons 

27 Panorama 

28 Qualified 

29 London _; cut 
of beef 

32 Impressive 
display 

34 “The Beehive 
State” 

35 Valley 

36 Peepers 


38 Ardent 
followers 
40 Long-legged 
bird 

43 Evergreen tree 
45 Split hairs 
48 Dwell 
50 Was _; got 
selected 


51 Biblical tower 

52 Home 

53 Big 

54 Lunch & dinner 

56 Hammer part 

57 _ of Capri 

58 _ and void 

59 Examination 
62 Singing pair 


©2011 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist. by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 









































































































































































































































































































































































CLASSIFIED HE 


Monday, March 21,2011 


ARUBA DREAM 
VACATIONS, N.V. 


TROPICANAARUBA 

RESORT & CASINO 

WKs 51, 52 1BR 
Sale $4,000, Rent $800 
WKs 1 thru 15 1BR 
Sale $3,500, Rent $800 
WKs 16 thru 50 1BR 
Sale $2,000, Rent $650 

ARUBA BEACH CLUB 

Wk 50, 1BR 
Sale $3,500, Rent $600 

CASA DEL MAR 

Wk 36, Ambassador 
Sale $4,500, Rent $600 

DIVI PHOENIX 

Wk8 Studio 
Wk 9 1BR 

LA QUINTA 
BEACH RESORT 

WK 37,1BR Sale 
$3,000, Rent $600 
WK 47, 1BR 
Sale $3,500, Rent $600 

PARADISE 
BEACH VILLAS 

WK 1, $12,995 2BR Pool 
WK 2, $12,995 2BR Pool 
WK 4, $12,995 2BR Pool 
Wk 5 $11,000 1BR Pool* 
Wk 6 $11,000 1BR Pool* 
Wk 8 $9,000 1BR Garden* 
Wk 8 $12,000 1BR Pool* 
Wk 9 $8,500 1BR Garden* 
Wk 9 $12,000 1BR Pool* 
Wk 10, $6,500 1BR Garden 
Wk 10, $9,000 1BR Pool* 
Wk 14, $13,000 2BR Pool* 
Wk 24 $1,860 Studio 
Wk 19, 3,15 1BR Garden 
Wk 20, $4,200 1BR Pool 
Wk 31 $1,920 1BR 
(Even Yr.) 

Wk 32 $7,200 2BR Pool 
Wk 38 $6,600 2BR Pool 
Wk 42 $4,500 1BR Pool 
Wk 45 $11,000 2 BR Pool* 

OCCIDENTAL 

WKs 2-17, $16,000 
1BR OF Supreme Float 


MORE WEEKS AVAILABLE 
FOR RENT OR SALE 

Please call 748-9909 
arubadreamvacations 


(g> hotmail.com 


Services & Classifieds 


Affordable 

and 

Effective 


US$8.50 (AWG. 15.00) for 3 (three) days with a maximum of 30 words. We accept submissions until 5pm (Monday - Friday). 
Email: classilieds@arubafodav.com Credii Cards Acceptable. We would he happy io email you our credii card form. _ 

far sale 

FOR SALE 
Marriott Surf Club 

Platinum plus Presidents wk 7 
(one of the most desirable 
wks) 2 bedroom ocean view 
villa sleeps 8 

Marriott currently selling this 
wk for $67,000. My sale price 
$35,000 
E-mail: 

amqacp@optonline.net 

or call 516-458-8019 

190629 

for sale 

FOR SALE 

Marriott Ocean Club / 

Platinum 

1 bedroom ocean front 
$23,000 

2 bedroom ocean view 
$22,000 

call 586-9000 Rm 5248 until 
march 20 or e-mail: 
iwkiuice@aol.com 

J - J - w - 190709 


NAILS 

Thur Fri. +Sat 
full set gel nails 
Afl.35,= 

Cel. 567-1166 
Nail cources and 
gel nails 


MASSAGES 

Special March 
body massage (45 mn.) $35 
(60 mn.) $45 
Pedicure Spa $20 

Nail gel $30 

Cal now !! 583-7338 / 737-1408 
660-3134 

_190635 

for sale/rent 

PARADISE BEACH VILLAS 

2 br weeks 8 & 9, (pool side) 
call Room 303 till March 5 
stateside. 732-279-0071 
$12,000 p/w Negotiable 
2 bedroom - 2 bath- 2 balconies 


Time Share Resales 

always your best option 

Mariott Ocean Club 


1 Bedroom Platinum Ocean front 

$17000 

1 Bedroom Platinum Ocean View 

$12500 

2Bedroom Platinum Ocean View 

$22000 

2 Bedroom Ocean Front 

$27000 

Marriott Surf Club 


2Bedroom Platinum Garden View 

$17500 

2Bedroom Platinum Ocean View 

$19000 

2Bedroom Platinum Ocean Side 

$21000 

2 Bedroom Platinum Ocean Front 

$30000 

3 Bedroom Platinum Ocean View 

$36000 

La Cabana Beach And Raquet Club 

1 Bedroom week 9 Room 401 D Ocean Front 

$13000 

2 Bedroom wk 9 Room 202E Ocean Front 

$20000 

1 Br wk 12 Room 332C Pool Ocean View 

$9500 

Studio wk 12 room 426 B Pool Ocean View 

$5500 

Divi Phoenix Beach Resort 


2Bedroom wk 9/10 Room 211 Pool /OV $32000 

Both weeks. 

1 Br wk 10 Room 1206 Ocean View 

$11000 

1 Br wk 11 Room 805 Ocean View 

$7000 

1 Br wk 12 Room 1101 Ocean View 

$9000 

2Br wk 13/14 Room 306 Pool Ocean View $13000 each. 

Divi Links 


1 Br wk 9/10 Room 4209/4210 Pool View $12500 each. 

1 Br wk 9 Room 4226 Pool/View 

$12500 

Studio wk 9 Room 4225 Pool/View 

$10000 

1 Br wk 12 Room 2115 Ground floor Pool View 

$8000 

1 Br wk 11 room 2104 Pool/View 

$9000 

Occidental Resort 


1 Br Deluxe wk 2/17 Ocean View 

$15000 

2Br Supreme wk 2/17 Ocean Front 

$30000 

3Br wk 2/17 Ocean Front ^ 

$50000 

Playa Linda Beach Resort 


2Br wk 13 Room 632 Pool Ocean View 

$23000 

1 Br wk 13 Room 344 Ocean View 

$15000 

Dutch Village 


1 Bedroom wk 10 room 28 Pool/View 

$8000 

Studio wk 11 Room 118 Pool/View 

$4000 

Studio wk 13 Room 119 Pool/View 

$4000 

Divi Village Studio wk 10 Room 3101 Pool/View 

$8500 

Studio Wk 11 Room 8202 Ocean View 

$8500 

Divi Village 


Stu wk 10 Room 3101 Pool View 

$8500 

Stu wk 11 Room 8207 Ocean view 

$8500 

Amsterdam Manor 


2Br wk 1/52 whole year room 213 

$550000 

Renaissance Siutes 


1 Br 11 Room 2507 Pool /Ocean View 

$10000 

1 Br wk 12 Room 2327 Pool/Ocean view 

$9500 

1 Br wk 13 Room 2521 Pool/Ocean View 

$9500 

1 Br wk 13 Room 2137 Pool/Ocean View 

$9500 

Tiera Del sol 


Flouse 2Bedroom 2Bath. Big Gorge Big Patio Full Airco 

Water Fleather 

$531000 

Many more weeks for sale 

call:731-2012 or 562- 

■0712 

Or e-mail me at 


johnnypaesch@yahoo.com 




Tel: 582-7800 
Fax: 582-7044 


E-mail: 


aondia.aruaa@gmail.com 

aviso@aondia.com 


FOR SALE: great deals & fabulous prices! 
Sellers have agreed to huge reductions! 


Best value in Tierra del Sol! Exclusive golf 
course community. Expanded prime Mesa 
Vista 3 BDR 2 story villa, Private pool. Huge 
upper Master suite w/fab. balcony! Dream 
home! Expansion possibilities! Drastically 
reduced to $695,000 for quick sale. 


ARUBA VILLA RENTALS 

Everything from simple guestrooms to luxurious Villas! 

By the week, month or year. 

Phone: 586-8800 or 586-4290. 
www.ArubaVillaRentals.com — www.absolutearuba.com 

Ask about our other oronerties for sale. All our listinas are carefullu selected 


Doctor on duty 




Dr. Geritt Croes 




Pharmacy on duty 

Oranjestad: 


nta Anna T( 


_ San Nicolaas: 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
Savaneta 
San Nicolas 




as Tel: 584-57 


581- 1100 

582- 4000 
587-0009 
585-4710 
584-7000 
584-5000 


Emergency 

Numbers 


Emergencia 

Polis 

Brandweer 
Brandweer II 
Tipline di Polis 
Hospital 



Oranjestad 


Ambulance 
Police station 


582-1234 

582-4000 


San Nicolas 

Ambulance 584-5050 

Police station 584-5000 

BGD San Nicolas 584-1606 

Val ero Security 584-1720 

Services 


Elmar 

583-3000 

Information 

118 

Kadaster 

582-1311 

Serlimar 

584-6456 

Setar 

582-5151 

Taxi 

582-2116 

Web 

585-4600 

Voogdijraad 

582-1262 

Taxi 

587-5900 

Bureau Sostenemi 

588-1010 

Profesional Taxi 

588-0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 

587-2300 


Cruise Ship 

20 Thomson Dream 

21 AIDvita 
21 Ocean Dream 
21 Westerdam 

21 Celebrity Constellation 
24 Freewinds 

Funerals 


AD Patres 
Del Pueblo 
Mementomori 
Zepp Wever 


584-2299 

582- 5622 

583- 3358 
582-1612 


Foundation 
Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Fundacion Anti-Droga 
Aruba (FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

Fundacion Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Diabetic Fundation 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 

Fundacion Amor pa 
Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976 

Womens Defecultice 
Fundation 

Tel: 583-5400 
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UllSCIENCE 


SCIENCE BRIEFS 


Hurricane names Igor, Tomas retired 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Hurricanes Igor and Tomas are no 
longer a threat. 

The World Meteorological Organization has retired the two 
names from those used in 2010 because of the damage they 
caused. Names are retired from time to time to avoid confu¬ 
sion. 

There are six lists of hurricane names used in rotation in the 
Atlantic and Caribbean region. When the 2010 list comes 
around again in 2016, Igor and Tomas will be replaced by Ian 
and Tobias. 

Last year was a busy season with 19 named storms, but only 
two of them entered the United States. Bonnie crossed the 
southern tip of Florida as a tropical storm and then weakened 
to a depression before reaching Louisiana in July. Hermine 
made landfall in Texas as a tropical storm in September. 

Igor struck Bermuda on Sept. 19 and then veered north, strik¬ 
ing Cape Race, Newfoundland, on Sept. 21 where it killed 
three people and was the most damaging hurricane to strike 
there in 75 years. 

Tomas became a hurricane on Oct. 30 after striking Barbados. 
It went on to affect Haiti —- where 35 died in flooding and 
landslides — Jamaica, the Turks and Caicos Islands and St. 
Lucia, where 14 people were killed.Q 

Smithsonian keeps meteorite that fell in Va. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - A small meteorite that crashed 
through the roof of a Virginia medical office last year is be¬ 
coming part of the Smithsonian’s Museum of Natural History 
in Washington. 

The Smithsonian paid $10,000 for the meteorite to Marc Gal- 
lini and Frank Ciampi, the Lorton, Va. doctors who found it. 
They have in turn given the $10,000 check to the Doctors 
Without Borders charity. 

Museum spokesman Randall Kremer said Saturday the mete¬ 
orite is part of the museum’s research collection. The Smith¬ 
sonian holds the world’s largest collection of natural history 
specimens and artifacts. 

Meteorites are lucrative, and after the tennis-ball-sized rock 
fell from the sky and landed in an examination room in the 
office in January 2010, the landlords at the doctors’ building 
made a legal claim to it. 

But that claim was later dropped.□ 


PURE & SENSUAL 

MASSAGE FANTASY 

LOOKING FOR COMPANIONSHIP WHILE IN ARUBA 


• Service 24 hours 

• Special Massage Fantasy 

• Out call & in call service 

• Private Sailing Trips 


• Beautiful Girls 

• Serving Men, Women, Couples 

• Bachelor Parties for Men & Women 

• And much more 


Safe Tours to the Red Light District with private guide: 

A 3 hour Tour includes a FREE Bottle of Wine. MM | 

CALL: 561-5515 (L 

Email: pureandsensual69@yhaoo.com I 1 l 

pimp69daddy@live.com 

The First & Only Legal One in Aruba Since 1997 


Harp seals from Canada 
take a liking to U.S. waters 



covered dock next to a seagull in Boston Harbor, in Boston. 

Associated Press 


CLARKE CANFIELD 
Associated Press 
PORTLAND, Maine (AP) 

— Harp seals from Canada 
are showing up in U.S. waters 
in greater numbers and farther 
south than usual, and biolo¬ 
gists want to know why. 

Small numbers of juvenile 
harp seals are typically found 
each winter stranded along 
the coast of the northeastern 
United States. But this year, 
well over 100 adult harp seals 

— not juveniles — have been 
spotted, said Mendy Gar- 
ron, regional marine mam¬ 
mal stranding coordinator 
for the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration 
in Gloucester, Massachusetts. 
The sightings are reported by 
14 seal stranding and rehabili¬ 
tation organizations in New 


England and the Middle At¬ 
lantic states. 

“In some areas they’re report¬ 
ing three times the normal 
number of sightings,” Gar- 
ron said. “This year, we’ve 
had four sightings of adult 
harp seals in North Carolina, 
which we’ve never had be¬ 
fore. We typically don’t see 
them that far south.” 

Seals are common in waters 
off the northeastern New Eng¬ 
land states, where the most 
abundant type is the harbor 
seal, with a population esti¬ 
mated at about 100,000 the 
last time they were surveyed a 
decade ago. Gray seals are the 
second most common seal. 
But those numbers are pid¬ 
dling compared to the num¬ 
ber of harp seals found in the 
northwest Atlantic. Canada’s 


mm mw 


MASSAGE AND ESCORT SERVICES 

565-9535 


SERVING MEN • WOMEN • COUPLE 
24 HOURS SERVICE 

DELIVERY & PICK-UP 

pleasureinaruba@hotmail.com 


IN & OUT CALL 
FREE PICKUP 




Yap Yum 




Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans says 9 million of them 
can be found off Canada and 
Greenland. 

A decade ago, harp seal sight¬ 
ings off Maine were rare, said 
Lynda Doughty, marine mam¬ 
mal stranding coordinator for 
the state Department of Ma¬ 
rine Resources. The numbers 
have picked up the past few 
years, and this year there have 
been 40 documented sight¬ 
ings — more than double the 
number spotted last year. 

The harp seals are typically 
spotted on nearshore ledges 
and in coves and harbors, 
but they have also turned 
up in parking lots and back¬ 
yards — and one was found 
on an oceanside golf course 
in Scarborough. The seals 
spend much of their time on 
ice — they are one of several 
varieties of so-called ice seals 
— and have made their way 
onto land across the snow and 
ice along Maine’s shores, she 
said. For now, there is no clear 
explanation for why more 
seals are showing up in U.S. 
waters, said Gordon Waring, 
who heads the seal program 
at NOAA’s fisheries science 
center in Woods Hole, Mas¬ 
sachusetts. 

They could be making their 
way south because of cli¬ 
matic conditions or perhaps in 
search of food, Waring said. 
“These animals are known to 
wander a lot,” Waring said. 
“Whether they’re following 
food down or whatever, we 
don’t really have a good un¬ 
derstanding of it.” 

Garron said she and the seal 
organizations will look at en¬ 
vironmental trends, such as 
water temperatures, to see if 
it’s influencing the harp seal 
range. □ 


Massage Service 


We service Men, 
Women & Couples 


Safe Tours to the Red Light District with private guide: 

A 3 Hours tour includes a FREE Bottle of Wine 

Yap Yum * Yap Yum * Yap Yum • Yap Yum * Yap Yum • Yap Yum • Yap Yum 


_arubae scorts@hot mail.co_ 

24 Hours Straight Service • We Guarantee 

7 Days a Week ANYTIME • Quality, Service & Reliability 

Yap Yum * Yap Yum • Yap Yum * Yap Yum • Yam Yum • Yap Yum * Yap Yum * Yap Yum 
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Sacerdotes mayas salvadorenos oran por Obama 


SAN SALVADOR, El Salvador 
(AP) Para el consejo salva- 
doreno de sacerdotes mayas 
la visita del presidente es- 
tadounidense Barack Obama a 
El Salvador no es casualidad 
y en su ceremonia anual pidi- 
eron a sus ancestros “iluminar 
sus decisiones”. 

“Las oraciones son para que 
las decisiones que se tomen, 
especialmente las del presi¬ 
dente Obama, sean decisiones 
sabias, con sentido espiritual, 
respeto y armonia para toda 
la humanidad”, dijo ante una 
multitud el coordinador del 
consejo, Ernesto Campos. 

En el cierre de su visita de 
dos dias, Obama recorrera 
el miercoles este sitio maya 
prehispanico cuya larga ocu- 
pacion comenzo alrededor 
del ano 900 antes de Cristo. 
Esta ubicado a 32 kilometros 
al oeste de la capital, en el de- 
partamento central de La Lib- 
ertad. 

Obama llegara el martes al 
pais en el marco de una gira 
por America Latina, que in- 
cluye Brasil y Chile. Para el 
sacerdote Campos, la visita de 
Obama a El Salvador no es ca¬ 
sualidad y ocurrira en momen- 
tos de la ceremonia maya del 
equinoccio de primavera, que 
es cuando “desciende la en- 
ergia del sol central de la gal- 


axia y baja a la madre tierra”. 
“El presidente Obama viene 
en un tiempo del equinoccio 
y esa es muy buena senal de 
como un presidente que tiene 
tanto poder de decision a nivel 
mundial viene a estas tierras”, 
senalo el sacerdote frente a la 
piramide central del sitio ar- 
queologico. 

Destaco que la visita a “un 
templo maya, un altar maya 
nos llena de mucha satisfac- 
cion y pedimos bendiciones 
para el, porque esta honrando 
el conocimiento de nuestros 
ancestros”, agrego Campos en 
medio del humo de incienso 
mientras una multitud de ro- 
dillas y vestida de bianco el- 
evaba sus manos al cielo. 
Obama recorrera el sitio ar- 
queologico, el cual cuenta con 
un museo y cuatro piramides, 
poco despues de visitar la 
tumba del arzobispo Oscar 
Arnulfo Romero, asesinado 
en 1980 por escuadrones de la 
muerte de El Salvador. 

“Se trata de un reconocimien- 
to que esta haciendo el gobi- 
emo de Estados Unidos por su 
presidente, que viene al pais y 
ha querido rendir un homenaje 
a monsenor Romero, consid- 
erandolo uno de los heroes 
de nuestro continente”, dijo 
el domingo el arzobispo de la 
capital, monsenor Jose Luis 



Un grupo de personas participa en una ceremonia al estilo maya en ocasion del equinoccio de 
primavera en el centro ceremonial de Tec-Pan en San Andres, El Salvador, el domingo 20 de marzo 
del 2011. El presidente estadounidense Barack Obama visitara El Salvador el 22 y el 23 de marzo, 
incluyendo este sitio arqueologico. (AP foto/Luis Romero) 


Alas, en rueda de prensa. 

Alas comparo a Romero con 
el asesinado lider de la lucha 
por los derechos civiles en 
Estados Unidos, Martin Lu¬ 
ther King. “En algun sentido 
es comparable. Precisamente 
en el sentido heroico... ambos 
son cristianos y vemos en for¬ 
ma comun estos valores por 
los que lucharon, por los que 
dieron su vida”. 

Agrego que la visita de Obama 
a la cripta del fallecido arzo¬ 
bispo “es un acontecimiento 
de caracter mundial que ben- 
eficia la imagen de monsenor 


Romero”, cuyo proceso de 
beatificacion es estudiado por 
el Vaticano desde mediados 
de la decada de 1990. 

Obama, que se reunira por 
segunda ocasion con el presi¬ 
dente salvadoreno Mauricio 
Funes despues que se entrev- 
istaran en la Casa Blanca en 
marzo del 2010, analizara en 
El Salvador los temas de mi- 
gracion, seguridad, comercio, 


energia renovable y lucha 
contra la pobreza. 

Algunas organizaciones so- 
ciales denominaron el martes 
como “Dia del Anti-imperial- 
ismo”, una jomada que estara 
marcada por las protestas y 
una concentracion en la plaza 
Salvador del Mundo, a menos 
de un kilometro de la casa 
presidencial donde estaran re- 
unidos Obama y Funes. □ 


Obama visita favela en Brasil 


RIO DE JANEIRO, Brasil (AP)- El presi¬ 
dente estadounidense Barack Obama no 
solo acudio el domingo a los famosos sitios 
turisticos de Rio de Janeiro, sino que tam- 
bien visito una notoria favela hasta hace 
poco controlada por un cartel del narcotrafi- 
co. Los habitantes llenaron aceras, tejados y 
balcones para saludar a la flamante limusina 
negra de Obama cuando pasaba por las es- 
trechas calles. El lujoso vehiculo contrasto 
con la pobreza en Cidade de Deus (Ciudad 
de Dios), famosa por una pelicula del mis- 
mo nombre. 

En un centro comunitario, el presidente se 
quito el saco y la corbata, se enrollo las man¬ 
gas e hizo algunas suertes con una pelota de 
fiitbol junto con un nino, que estaba feliz. 
Michelle Obama y sus hijas Sasha y Malia 
tambien patearon un balon con otros ninos. 
Luego Obama salio a la calle y saludo a una 
multitud de residentes que lo vitoreaban. 
Decenas de ninos pequenos se agolpaban 
contra una cadena que les impedia el paso, 



El presidente estadounidense Barack Obama 
sonrie durante su visita a la favela Cidade de 
Deus (Ciudad de Dios), en Rio de Janeiro, Brasil, 
el domingo 20 de marzo del 2011. Al fondo, una 
imagen de la estatua de Cristo Redentor. (AP foto/ 
Fabio Pozzebom, Pool) 

intentando obtener un vistazo del mandatario, 
mientras varios guardias permanecian apos- 
tados en los tejados de metal de las humildes 
viviendas. □ 


Encuestas: 

Ecuatorianos enterados 
sobre consulta popular 

QUITO, Ecuador (AP) - Entre el 84% y el 95% de los ecu¬ 
atorianos estan informados de una consulta popular en la 
que el gobiemo planteara una reestructuracion de la funcion 
judicial, entre otros temas, indicaron el domingo sondeos de 
opinion. “Un 84% de la poblacion dice conocer la convo- 
catoria a la consulta popular” del 7 de mayo, afirmo Angel 
Polibio Cordova, director de la firma Cedatos Gallup, segun 
un reporte de la agencia estatal de noticias Andes. 

El sondeo se realizo durante la ultima semana de febrero, 
pero no se dieron detalles sobre su metodologia. Por otro 
lado, Santiago Perez, director de la empresa de sondeos 
Opinion Publica Ecuador —identificada como afm al gobi- 
emo_, senalo que el 95% de unas 1.720 personas encuesta- 
das entre el 4 y 5 de marzo esta “enterado sobre la real- 
izacion del referendo”. 

Las preguntas numero uno y dos de un total de diez, que 
tienen relacion con el cambio de las cortes de justicia en el 
pais, tendrian un apoyo del 60% de los consultados, segun 
este estudio. Cordova, por su parte, aclaro que su sondeo 
consulto a la ciudadania sobre si esta o no de acuerdo con 
una intervencion del gobierno en la reestructuracion judi¬ 
cial, ante lo cual un 56% apoyo la medida. Ambos repre- 
sentantes de las encuestadoras coincidieron en la necesidad 
de informar mas a la ciudadania sobre el contenido de la 
preguntas. □ 
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| ADVERTISEMENT 





DAILY LIVE ENTERTAINMENT FROM 8 PM 



Anthem and Flag Day 


March 18th 


WWW.SOPRANOSPIANOBAR.COM 


OPEN DAILY FROM 5 PM-2AM 


BETWEEN 10 PM - 12 PM 
EVERY HOUR A FREE SHOT OF 
LOCAL RUM FOR ARUBA FREAKS 


Party Packages 

From formal parties, corporate retreats to special 
events, Sopranos Piano Bar is the perfect venue and will 
impress you with great snacks, different bar options 
complete with live entertainment to suit all budgets and 
tastes. 


Please contact us for a FREE quotation: 
sopranos@arubawineanddine.com 


Jtf* 
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Artist of the Month 

High energy, American 
pop/rock piano bar 
entertainer Jeff Abbott has 
been performing in Norway 
for several years and has had 
several return engagements 
at the Caribbean's premier 
piano bars. 

His aggressive performance style and dynamic 
personality make him a crowd favorite 
wherever he performs. Jeff's command of the 
keyboard and unique use of the keytar has 
earned him a unique niche on the 
international piano bar circuit. 



^•Rletfiiesday Ladies Champagne Night 


* - * 

V * 


From 8 PM till midnight 
Champagne by the 
glass $4.00 

Bottle service also available 


* % 


facebook Interact with us- Join Sopranos Pianobar Aruba Group on Facebook 

The Sopranos Piano Bar | At Arawak Garden, Palm Beach, Aruba | Member of Aruba Wine and Dine 
Tel. +297-5868622 | www.sopranospianobar.com | sopranos@arubawineanddine.com 
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